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From Ruins to a National Monument:
Fort Union, New Mexico, 1891-1956
LIPINGZHU

On 21 February 1891, singing "There's a Land that is Fairer than This,"
the Tenth Infantry of the United States Army marched out of Fort Union,
New Mexico, closing what was once the largest United States military
post west of the Mississippi River. As an army post in northern New
Mexico, protecting travelers and settlements from 1851 to 1891, Fort
Union played a key role in shaping the destiny of the Southwest. During the first decade of its existence, the fort stood as the guardian of the
Santa Fe Trail, and acted as a federal presence in the Territory of New
Mexico. The Civil War added to the fort's fame during the Battle of
Glorieta Pass, when Fort Union soldiers stopped the invading Southern
columns. After the Civil War, Fort Union abetted settlers in their conquest of the American West. In 1890, with the census reports' symbolic
closing of the American frontier, the War Department decided to abandon many of the old frontier posts, including Fort Union, which no
longer had any strategic value. After the abandonment, one non-commissioned officer remained as a caretaker. I Three years later, the War
Department relinquished claim to the land on which Fort Union was
located. Both the land and title reverted to the original owners' of the
Mora Land Grant.
Although Fort Union had lost military value, it never surrendered
its charm and attraction. People always remembered its glorious past
and historical significance. During the next sixty-five years, Fort Union
suffered from negligence at the hands of a private owner, and this neLiping Zhu is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of New Mexico, specializing in the
history of the American West. He is currently completing a dissertation on the Chinese of
the Rocky Mountain mining frontier. Mr. Zhu wishes to thank the National Park Service
'for permission to publish this article.
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glect gradually transformed it into ruins. Meanwhile, the local citizens
and government officials made continuous efforts to reclaim this property, while attempting to create a national shrine. A nineteenth-century
military post became a battleground for cultural preservation in the twentieth century. As an example of the joint efforts by the public and government to preserve historical sites, the campaign for national monument
status added another chapter to the rich history of Fort Union.
At the time of the closing of the post, the extensive ranchlands surrounding Fort Union passed into the hands of the descendants of Major
General Benjamin F. Butler, of Civil War fame. Butler had purchased
the lands from the claimants of the Mora Grant in the mid-1870s. When
the military abandoned Fort Union, the Butler-Ames Cattle Company
(later the Union Land and Grazing Company), established in 1885, inherited the title to the fort. Initially, the Butler-Ames Cattle Company
attempted to utilize the abandoned fort for both economic and social
purposes. On 12 January 1895, Paul Butler, Blanche Butler Ames, and
Adelbert Ames, owners of the company, entered into a contract with
Doctor William D. Gentry of Illinois to lease the fort's buildings for use
as a sanitarium. According to the contract, the owners were responsible
for repairing the buildings. For reasons unknown, the contract was never
fulfilled. In the next sixty years, the company made no attempt to use
the fort except to open it to cattle grazing. 2
Although the Butler-Ames Cattle Company had little interest in
reinhabiting the buildings, a number of people did make an effort to
live in the fort. After its abandonment, several soldiers stayed there
and ran cattle in the surrounding prairie. No one ever attempted to evict
the squatters, who later moved away.3 Since troops left behind almost
everything they could not carry away, Fort Union contaiJ,led a large quantity of lumber and other construction materials, which interested local
residents from the nearby communities of Lorna Parda and Watrous.
Whenever a family wanted to repair or even to build a house, the people
went to the ruins of Fort Union to find what they needed. Almost all the
windows, doors, and vigas in Watrous' houses came from Fort Union. 4
They first took materials from the officers' and company quarters, then
from the mechanics' corral, followed by the warehouses, and finally
the hospital. In addition, curiosity seekers often took items home. Rising above the open prairie, Fort Union invited scavengers and souvenir
hunters.
Natural attrition was as destructive as vandalism. When Fort Union
was initially established, soldiers unskilled in construction techniques
built the fort with adobe bricks and unseasoned, unhewn, and unbarked
pine logs. Consequently, it decayed rapidly. The buildings of Fort Union
required constant repair even during the period of occupation. A military wife, Genevieve LaTourrette, later recalled, "Toward the latter years
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After the abandonment of Fort Union in 1891, the fort was open to tourists and looters.
Their activities accelerated the deterioration ofthe buildings. By 1912, the officer's quarters had largely become ruins. Courtesy of the National Park Service.

at Fort Union, the quarters needed renovating badly.... Roofs were
leaking in .the quarters to the extent that we went around with umbrellas."5 The adobe walls were particularly vulnerable to the harsh climate
of northern New Mexico. After the closing of the fort, the condition of
the buildings deteriorated even more rapidly. Vandalism and the severity of the elements quickly turned the fort into ruins.
The first serious attempt to preserve the ruins of Fort Union as a
historic site came in 1929 when the Freemasons in Las Vegas, New
Mexico, called for the establishment of a national monument. Fort Union
was the birthplace of two Masonic Lodges-Chapman Lodge No. 95
(later Chapman Lodge No.2) and Union Lodge No. 480 (later Union
Lodge No.4). On 28 March 1862, some zealous Masons set up a new
lodge under the dispensation of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. They
named it Chapman Lodge in honor of Lieutenant Colonel William
Chapman, who was then in command of Fort Union. Many officers and
enlisted men belonged to the lodge and attended the meetings regularly
in the "House of the Good Templars." In 1867, the Army requested that
the lodge be moved outside the government reservation, apparently for
military security reasons. The lodge was moved to Las Vegas. In 1874
another group of Masons asked for permission to establish a Masonic
Lodge at Fort Union. This time they called it Union Lodge, which met
in the fort until 189 L It eventually moved to Watrous. 6
With the purpose of enshrining the birthplace of the Chapman Lodge
and the Union Lodge, Masons in Las Vegas became the first to ask for
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preservation of the ruins of Fort Union. On 23 January 1929, they appointed a four-person committee chaired by W. J. Lucas to "have Fort
Union declared a national monument.'" Taking the issue to Santa Fe,
the committee successfully persuaded the state legislature to pass ajoint
resolution to petition Congress. In Joint Resolution 12 of 1929, the legislature of the State of New Mexico respectfully petitioned "the Congress of the United States to set aside this historic site and to preserve
and maintain Fort Union as a National Monument."8
The campaign for the Fort Union National Monument soon gained
support among the lawmakers of New Mexico. On 20 April 1930, RepresentativeAlbert Gallatin Simms of New Mexico introduced a bill (H.R.
11146) in the 71st Congress, asking the Federal Government "to provide for the study, investigation, and survey, for commemorative purposes, of the Glorieta Pass, Pigeon Ranch, Apache Canyon battlefields,
and of Old Fort Union in the State of New Mexico."9 In 1930, the nation
was suffering the economic woes of the Great Depression. It was hard
to imagine that Washington would pay much attention to the ruins of an
old fort in New Mexico. Not surprisingly, the bill died in the House
Committee on Military Affairs.
Although the Great Depression temporarily halted work toward the
preservation of Fort Union, New Mexico did not give up its struggle for
a national monument. Articles on the subject frequently appeared in
New Mexico's newspapers and magazines. Yet, the New Deal stimulated another look at Fort Union. At the time, nearly every suitable piece
of public or private land in the West was reviewed for inclusion in the
national park system because of available resources and employment
needs. In the mid-1930s, the National Park Service reintroduced interest in the ruins of Fort Union. Roger W. Toll of Rocky Mountain National Park drove down to the Mora Valley to inspect the "Proposed
Fort Union National Monument" in December 1935. Hetook some notes
and photographs and collected a few published articles. On 24 March
1936, the superintendent of Rocky Mountain National Park forwarded
Toll's report and gatherings to Washington. 10 Toll's efforts provided the
National Park Service with a first-hand account of the condition of the
ruins.
After receiving Toll's initial account, the National Park Service decided to make an additional study of the fort. In 1937, Edward Steere of
the Branch of Historic Sites and Buildings was assigned to write a frontier history of Fort Union. Within ayear, he finished a 108-page report
entitled "Fort Union, Its Economic and Military History."11 In this wellresearched report, he indicated that Fort Union played an important role
in the development of the territory of New Mexico. The study not only
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provided the Park Service with the first comprehensive history of Fort
Union but also supplied the administrators with information on the urgency for preservation of the site.
With support from Washington, D.C., the National Park Service's
Region Three Office in Santa Fe soon organized an investigative trip to
Fort Union. On 9 May 1939, Hillory A. Tolson, director of Region Three,
led a "reconnaissance party" to the old fort: This intellectually wellbalanced team included George Hammond, dean of the Graduate School
at the University of New Mexico; Herbert O. Brayer, assistant director
of the Coronado Quarto Centennial Commission; Aubrey Neasham, regional historian of Region Three; Kenneth F. Woodman, statistician of
the Park Service; and Charles A. Richey, assistant landscape architect
of Region Three. The purpose of this trip was to investigate possible
routes to the fort. 12 Since the area had not been accurately surveyed, it
was necessary for Richey and his assistant to return on the following
day in order to determine the boundaries and acreage of the fort. 13
Five days later, Tolson sent Hammond, Brayer, and Neasham to meet
with Edward B. Wheeler, agent for the Union Land and Grazing Company, at his office in Las Vegas, New Mexico. 14 Wheeler had bitterly
opposed government intervention, because he had claimed $100,000 in
damages for illegal timber cutting on the estate of the Butler Cattle Company. This claim was based on the argument that the United States Forest Service had incorrectly surveyed the area. Both the House and Senate
voted for compensation, but President Franklin D. Roosevelt vetoed it. ls
Despite Wheeler's hostile feeling, the Park Service delegation persuaded
him to cooperate with the government. At the meeting Wheeler agreed
to recommend that the Union Land and Grazing Company donate to
the United States Government approximately 1,000 acres of land for
the establishment of a national monument. He also agreed to give a 200foot right-of-way for an entrance road to the fort from Highway 85
(present day Interstate 25).16 In return, the government agreed to fence
the donated land, build a house for the company agent, furnish water
and electricity, and construct at least three underpasses on the road for
cattle passage. The agreement also.included a reversionary clause Slaling, "if at any time the land is not used by the United States as a national monument or reservation, title shall revert to the UnionLand and
Grazing Company or to its successor."17 In the following years, this
clause was to prove the greatest single obstacle in creating a national
monument at Fort Union.
For several weeks, Tolson and Wheeler exchanged letters concerning minor points of disagreement on the entrance road. Both of them
agreed to conduct another boundary survey at the site. The news of the
successful preliminary negotiations with the Union Land and Grazing
Company was quickly disseminated by the New Mexico press. On 1
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June 1939, Governor John E. Miles of New Mexico wrote to Regional
Director Tolson, expressing his hope that the National Park Service
would "do everything within its power to expedite the establishment of
the Fort Union National Monument."18
The Region Three Office in Santa Fe attempted to speed up the process for the establishment of the Fort Union National Monument. In a
memorandum dated 8 June 1939, Arthur E. Demaray, acting director of
the National Park Service, told Tolson that the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments had "not as yet
classified this area as of national significance." 19 In answer to Demaray's
memorandum, Tolson wrote back, "it is urgently recommended that ...
it be submitted for classification and approval for establishment as a
national monument at the Advisory Board's next meeting:'20 Meanwhile,
Tolson asked Richey to do another survey of the proposed boundaries
and the road. On 8 and 27 June 1939, Richey and his assistant made
separate trips to Fort Union. They discussed various details of the proposed area with Wheeler, including the right-of-way and scenic easements. 21 In July 1939, Tolson submitted to Washington a special report,
in which he recommended that the federal government establish Fort
Union National Monument by presidential proclamation. Convinced of
the efficacy of New Deal legislation, he also thought to set up a Civilian
Conservation Corps camp at the site "to preserve and develop the site
adequately."22
The plan to establish Fort Union National Monument was progressing well in the first few months. At the same time that Edward Wheeler
presented his case to the board of directors of the Union Land and Grazing Company, the Park Service submitted its proposal for a national
monument at Fort Union to the Department of the Interior, with a recommendation that it be submitted to the Bureau of the Budget and the
President. Almost without delay, the Department of the Interior agreed
to the proposal. By early fall of 1939, the administrators of the Park
Service were so confident that Fort Union would be a national monument that they had already sent out copies of the draft form of the proclamation, even before securing title to the land. 23
Just as the Park Service was preparing to celebrate its victory, unpleasant news arrived from New Mexico. On 19 November 1939, Wheeler
sent Governor Miles a telegram saying, "Fort Union National Monument proposal encountered legal obstacle yesterday in Washington. "24
The United States government wanted to omit the reversionary clause
from the deed. According to the reversionary clause, the government
would revert title to the Union Land and Grazing Company if the donated land remained "inactive." The federal government believed that
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such a guarantee was unnecessary even though the Union Land and
Grazing Company insisted on it. Negotiations between the government
and the company deadlocked.
Nevertheless, the Region Three Office of the Park Service reopened
the dialogue with a new proposal. In December 1939, Tolson suggested
that Fort Union be developed as a Public Works Administration project.
Wheeler felt that this action would be a sufficient guarantee to satisfy
the company.25 On 15 January 1940, E. K. Burlew, acting secretary of
the interior, wrote to President Roosevelt and John M. Carmody, administrator of the Federal Works Agency, asking for an allocation of
$98,000 to establish Fort Union National Monument under the supervision of the WPAY Of the $98,000 of Public Works Funds, $13,500 would
be used to acquire 837 acres of land for the monument, and $84,500
would be used for improvementsY Unfortunately, the Public Works
Administration could not allot $98,000 for the project due to limited
funds. Later, the Bureau ofthe Budget asked the Park Service to submit
an annual budget of $12,000 for Fort Union. In July 1940, President
Roosevelt gave his approval to proceed in acquiring the site fora national monument, provided that. the maintenance costs would not
ceed the fees collected from the public. 28 "
The president's ~pproval made it possible for the Park Service to
begin negotiating a new agreement with the Union Land and Grazing
Company. Later that July, Tolson, then acting associate director of the
National Park Service, wrote to Andrew Marshall, attorney for the company, to schedule a conference working out the details of the title transaction. The representatives of both sides met on 28 October 1940. 29 Since
Andrew Marshall had advised the board of directors of the company
not to transfer title of the land to the government unless the deed of
transfer contained a reversionary clause, the representatives of tIle company were unwilling to yield on this point. 30 Marshall explained that
because the site wassituated practically in the middle of the company's
holdings, acquisition of this site by a third party would create an intolerable situation. On the Qther side, the government negotiators argued
that the provisions of the Antiquities Act of 1906 were not broad enough
to permit the United States government to accept less than fee simple
title to land transferred to it for the purpose of establishing a national
monument. 31 But the government .pointedout, it could accept the title
with a reversionary clause under the Historic Sites Act of 1935, which
assigned broad powers and duties to the Park" Service. The conference
did not reach an agreement.
The Park Service then decided to draft a new deed for the establishment of Fort Union National Historic Site under the Historic Sites Act
of 1935. Its hope that the problems could be quickly resolved died when
"Tolson received a letter from Wheeler. On 19 February 1941, Wheeler

ex-
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Fort Union hospital in 1939. A visitor's car parked nearby. Courtesy of Fort Union National Monument.

wrote to Tolson, quoting Marshall, "there are so many pressing things
to be done in connection with Mrs. Ames' estate, and there is so little
enthusiasm in the family about making this gift to the government, that
the matter has had to be postponed somewhat to await the doing of
more important things."32 Similarly, the nation was involved with more
important issues concerning the Second World War. Thus, the movement to establish a national monument at Fort Union was again interrupted for a few more years.
After World War Two, people in New Mexico revived the campaign
to create the Fort Union National Monument. New Mexicans learned
that the previous efforts failed because of the lack of local interest in
the pr'oject. This time local citizens and interest groups decided to lead
the movement to its ultimate success. At a Masonic Lodge meeting in
Las Vegas in 1946, William Stapp read a paper entitled "Chapman Lodge
No.2, A.F. & A.M.," in which he again asked his brothers to pay attention to the significance of Fort Union. 33 The paper also evoked recollections of the Lodge's 1929 campaign to preserve the fort.
One incident finally started a widespread movement for the establishment of Fort Union National Monument. On 17 June 1949, E. N.
Thwaites, an employee of a Las Vegas radio station, called a local resident indicating that on 20 June, the Union Land and Grazing Company
was going to raze Fort Union. This news spread quickly among the local
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residents, and prompted Boaz Long, director of the Museum of New
Mexico, and his wife to inspect the ruins the next day. They did not
find anything unusual except some tourists' cars struggling to drive
through the muddy route. Once back in town, Long made half a dozen
calls without getting any worthwhile information. 34 On 19 June, Long
repeated the process with no luck. Other people spent the day in search
of Roger Reed, who had received a contract from the company to backfill all cisterns and wells in order to prevent people and cows from falling into them. When they finally found Reed, they asked him to suspend
action until the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce met on 20 June. Although no record shows Reed's response, he did not suspend his backfilling operation. Louis Timm, Reed's employee at the time, later recalled
that he and other workers filled in all cisterns and wells, and toppled
the weak walls and twenty chimneys.35 Outraged by this action, people
in Las Vegas saw the urgency of preserving the ruins of Fort Union.
With a strong will to save the historic site, as well as ranching
intersts, local citizens took the issue to the Las Vegas-San Miguel Chamber of Commerce. On 20 June 1949, board members of the Chamber of
Commerce, in regular session, voted to seek aid from the federal government and the state of New Mexico. They also voted to pay the cost
of purchasing iron gratings to cover open wells and cisterns on the land.
The next day their decision made headline news in the Las Vegas Daily
OptiC. 36 With a copy of the paper in hand, Lewis F. Schiele, secretary of
the Chamber of Commerce, lost no time in writing to Clinton P. Anderson, United States Senator from New Mexico, explaining the current
situation of Fort Union and expressing his concern over past destruction. Schiele urged the senator to take whatever steps necessary to encourage the government to acquire the site. 37 On 22 June 1949, E. N.
Thwaites, newly elected chairman of the Fort Union National Monument Committee, wrote Andrew Marshall, now treasurer of the Union
Land and Grazing Company, informing him that the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, the New Mexico Historical Society, and the Order of
Masons were interested in preserving Fort Union as a historic site.
Thwaites wanted Marshall to cooperate with local groups and hoped
the company would participate in a new round of negotiations. 38
Sending a copy of Schiele's letter to the director of the National
Park Service, Senator Anderson ·invited the Park Service to cooperate
with the local campaigners. The Park Service's response was quick, enthusiastic, and favorable. Washington asked the Region Three Office to
review its old files on the project and to arrange a meeting with representatives of the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce: In compliance with
this request from Washington, Regional Director M. R. Tillotson assigned
the task to Doctor Erik K. Reed and Milton J. McColm. They went to
Las Vegas to discuss the current situation with Schiele. From him they
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learned that Roger Reed, the local manager for the company, was antagonistic toward any idea that would open Fort Union to the public.
On 17 August 1949, they visited the ruins and found that "considerable
further deterioration had occurred since 1939-40."39 In the report Erik
Reed and Milton McColm concluded, "the situation is evidently hopeless. "40
The situation in Washington was not much better. While Thwaites
was waiting for Andrew Marshall's reply to his letter, United States
Representative Antonio M. Fernandez of New Mexico informed him
about Marshall's tactics in Washington. Fernandez revealed that although
Marshall had not responded to Thwaites, he had written to fellow congressmen from his home state of Massachusetts, asking them to oppose
any effort to create a national monument at Fort Union. 41 At this point
Marshall, and his company had the upper hand.
Despite these unfavorable events, New Mexicans continued fighting for their cause. In 1949, the Masonic lodges of Las Vegas and Wagon
Mound held their annual meetings at Fort Union for the first time since
its closing in 1891. This initiated an aI)nual pilgrimage to the fort. The
largest one was in September 1951, when the Masons celebrated the
100th anniversary of the founding of Fort Union. More than three hundred people toured the ruins of the fort and enjoyed a barbecue. 42 "This
celebration," Preston P. Patraw, acting regional director of Region Three,
commented, "gave evidence of deep local interest in and support for
the Fort Union National Monument project."43
During the same period, from 1949 to 1951, some people pushed
for a state monument at Fort Union. Boaz Long first sold his idea to the
New Mexico State TouristBureau, thinking the state could expropriate
the site at a cost of $12,000. 44 He received support from both local citizens and the Tourist Bureau. By 1951 the movement for the preservation of Fort Union had gained solid support in the state.
On 13 August 1951, more than twenty-one years after the first legislative attempt to make Fort Union a national monument, United States
Representative John J. Dempsey of New Mexico introduced a new bill
(H.R. 5139) in the 82nd Congress to authorize the establishment of Fort
Union National Monument. 45 The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House of Representatives asked the secretary of the in terior
for his opinion. On 30 August, Secretary Oscar L. Chapman, in his letter to the committee chairman John R. Murdock, recommended that the
bill be enacte<:f immediately. The hearings were held on 29 May 1952. At
this time objection to the proposed legislation came from the owners of
the Union Land and Grazing Company, who lobbied to block the bill.
Influenced by Andrew Marshall, the committee felt that "action should
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be delayed until full consideration could be given to certain sqfeguards
the owners desired. "46 Like the previous 1930 legislation, the bill died
in committee.
On 12 October 1951, Marshall made a visit to New Mexico. Following an aerial survey of Fort Union, Lincoln O'Brien, president of New
Mexico Newspapers, Inc., flew Marshall to Santa Fe, where they met
with Preston Patraw, acting regional director, Hugh M. Miller, assistant
regional director, and Erik Reed, regional archeologist al1d historian. 47
At the meeting Marshall told them that "the Union Land and Grazing
Company did not want to appear uncooperative or obstructive."48 The
company was concerned that "a road-way would seriously interfere with
the circulation of the range cattle and an influx of careless tourist would
greatly increase the hazard of grass fires. "49 Although Marshall came to
Las Vegas to meet with the representatives of the Park Service in February 1952, he remained unmoved in his opposition. For a year negotiations over the Fort Union project stalled.
A breakthrough finally occurred in Santa Fe in 1953. State Senator
Gordon Melody of Las Vegas helped to sponsor a bill in the state legislature. According to House Bill 297, the state of New Mexico would
authorize the state park commission to acquire the Fort Union Military
Reservation and the right-of-way for access through eminent domain
proceedings. Then New Mexico would convey them to the federal government for national monument purposes. 50 On 20 March 1953, the state
legislature passed the bill. Governor Edwin Mechem signed the bill on
the following day.
When the state of New Mexico showed that it could acquire the
land without approval from the company, the passage of House Bill
297 conceivably changed the attitude of Andrew Marshall and the company from one of antagonism to one of cooperation. As soon as the bill
became law, the Las Vegas-San Miguel Chamber of Co~merce planned
to negotiate with the Union Land and Grazing Company to acquir~ lands
for the proposed monument by appointing two committees, a negotiating committee and a financing committee. In less than a month the board
of directors of the company, who believed the establishment of Fort
Union National Monument was inevitable, decided to "deal amicably"
wi th the representatives of the chamber of commerce. They sent Marshall
to New Mexico to negotiate. Once in Las Vegas on 6 May, Marshall
frankly informed Assistant Director Hugh M. Miller of the Park Service, "they would not again exert pressure to defeat in Congress a bill
authorizing the creation of Fort Union National Monument."51 In the
next few months negotiations between Marshall and Schiele seemed
cordial. Marshall again raised the issue of the reversionary clause and
mineral rights because the company worried about the possibility of
draining oil from under its adjacent property, but the company's fears·

12

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1994

imposed no serious threat at the bargaining table. 52 By late August the
two sides reached a tentative agreement that, after local donors paid the
company a sum of $20,000 for "damages," the company would then
transfer the lands directly for national monument purposes. 53
In 1953 New Mexicans made their third legislative attempt in Congress to create Fort Union National Monument. Realizing the significant change in the attitude of the company, Representative Dempsey
again introduced a bill (H.R. 1005) authorizing the establishment of Fort
Union National Monument in the 83rd Congress. 54 To accompany
Dempsey's bill, Senator Clinton P. Anderson of New Mexico submitted
a similar one (S. 2873) in the Senate. With the absence of negative lobbying from the Union Land and Grazing Company, the bills received a
warm reception on Capitol Hill. Meanwhile, people in the executive
branch showed their support, recommending the bills be enacted imme- .
diately. On 19 February 1954, the House Subcommittee on Public Lands
held hearings on H.R. 1005. JohnDempsey and Conrad L. Wirth, director of the National Park Service, testified before the committee. Both of
them did a superb job in convincing the committee that the future operation of the monument would not be too costly. In the'end, the members of the subcommittee unanimously approved the bill and sent it to
the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. 55
Accompanied by a reversionary clause, which was acceptable to the
Department of the Interior, H.R. 1005 encountered little opposition from
the committee and passed the House in late March. Immediately, Senator Anderson urged the Senate Subcommittee on Public Lands to support his monument bill (S. 2873) and to hold a hearing, which he thought
needed only a few minutes. 56 During the era of the Second Red Scare,
the McCarthy hearings had preoccupied the Senate Chamber. Twice,
Henry C. Dworshak, chairman of the Subcommittee, tried to set up the
hearings on the bill and each time a scheduled hearing had to be canceled. Finally, Anderson requested· that the Committee on Interior and
Insular Affairs report the bill out without the subcommittee's consideration. The full committee did so and sent the bill to the floor. 57 On 15
June 1954, the bill passed the Senate and went to the White House. On
28 June 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed it. The new law
authorized-the secretary ofthe interior to acquire the site and remaining
structures of Fort Union for national monument purposes. 58
Along with this long and troublesome legislative battle, the main
campaign for the establishment of Fort Union National Monument was
taking place in New Mexico. After the preliminary agreement between
the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce and the Union Land and Grazing
Company, the finance committee superseded the negotiation commit-
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Officer's quarters in October 1993. Courtesy of Jose Miguel de Padilla Cardoza.

tee in taking a major role in the business. The finance committee was
responsible for raising the $20,000 required under the agreement. In late
1953, those involved realized that a larger, independent organization was
needed to handle contributions. As a result, a non-profit organization
known as Fort Union, Inc., was fo'rmed to replace the finance committee in December 1953. The specific purpose of the new organization
was to undertake the acquisition of the site of Fort Union through fund
raising. 59 Recruiting interested citizens from a variety of groups, Fort
Union, Inc. coordinated all the forces in the campaign.
At the first meeting on 11 January 1954, eleven of the original fourteen members of Fort Union, Inc. elected Ross E. Thompson as presi~
dent, James W. Arrott the vice-president, and Lewis F. Schiele as
secretary'-treasurer. 60 Under the leadership of these three able and devoted men, the organization launched a state-wide campaign to secure
$20,000 to reimburse the Union Land and Grazing Company for their
inconvenience. Since the proposed road to Fort Union had been approved as a secondary federal aid project, the New Mexico State Highway Department agreed to contribute matching funds of $10,000.
Through its coordinators in Las Vegas, Raton, Gallup, Deming, Santa
Fe, Socorro, Albuquerque, Roswell, and Farmington, Fort Union, Inc.
contacted various companies, organizations, and individuals who might
be interested in helping the cause. 6J Fund-raising efforts were also taken
to the public schools. No contribution was too small to be accepted.
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For example, Castle Junior High School of Las Vegas stated in a poster
that even a five-cent contribution would be welcome. 62 Each student
who contributed would receive a small card saying, "I helped save Old
Fort Union." By the end of 1954, the organization had already collected
$10,076. After spending only $431 on office supplies, it had a net deposit of $9,645. 63
In the meantime, federal and state governments continued to work
out the details for land title and the access road. The chief concerns of
the company were the scenic easement and the cattle underpasses. According to the agreement, the government was going to build at least
three underpasses on the highway and prohibit all billboards along the
road. On 10 June 1955, Regional Director Hugh Miller sent a draft of
the deed to both Andrew Marshall and the attorney general of the United
States. Six days later the board of directors of the Union Land and Grazing Company voted to grant 720.6 acres of land to the United States
government. The final deal came on 24 August 1955, when Thompson
turned over to Marshall two checks, totaling $10,000. On the following
day the deed was recorded with the Mora County Clerk. With the approval of the attorney general, the United States government accepted
the donation on 18 October 1955.
The legal victory to create such a national monument came at the
right time, as the national park system had just begun a new era in its
development. In 1956, Director Conrad L. Wirth of the National Park
Service launched an ambitious conservation program to expand and improve national parks. The $800 million program was scheduled to end
in 1966, the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the National
Park Service. Thus, the program was named "Mission 66."64 On 4 April
1956, Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay signed the order to establish the Fort Union National Monument. 65
Afterthe nation bid farewell to the frontier in 1890, the War Department abandoned Fort Union, once the largest military post in the West.
The land reverted to the original owners, and the adobes returned to the
earth. In the next sixty-five years the buildings at the fort gradually deteriorated because of natural attrition and human vandalism. Many
people, however, were concerned with saving the old fort from further
destruction and asked for help from the federal government and the state
of New Mexico. Beginning in the 1920s, New Mexicans, joined by government officials, campaigned to created a national monument at the
site. In 1956, after many defeats, they finally achieved their goal. As a
fine case in the annals of American historical preservation, the establishment of Fort Union National Monument was the result of an arduous and persistent effort by both the officials of the National Park Service
and the citizens of New Mexico.
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A Prophet Without Honor:
George I. Sanchez and Bilingualism in
New Mexico
MICHAEL WELSH

It has been two generations since a young Albuquerque native, George
Isidro Sanchez, published his pathbreaking manuscript on Taos County,
Forgotten People: A Study of New Mexicans (1940). The book would
be but one of eighty articles, reports and monographs written by one of
the most significant figures of twentieth-century New Mexican history.
The simple yet powerful prose, and use of statistical data, that became
Sanchez' trademark echoed down to the generation of Chicano activists and scholars, who took as their text his succinct description of the
consequences of the American domination of the Southwest: "In the
march of imperialism a people were forgotten, cast aside as the by product of territorial aggnlndizement." I
.
It is ironic at the close of the twentieth century, with its resurgence
of Hispanic and Indian demographics to match the Sanchez era, that
the endeavors of the 1923 Albuquerque High School graduate do not
grace the pages of state history texts, or the promotional literature of
state, local, and private agencies. In none of the standard treatments of
New Mexico does one find his name cited, nor was he profiled in a 1992
publication by the University of New Mexico Center for Southwest
Research on the twenty-three most prominent Hispanic figures in state
history. This lack of context about Sanchez, and the issues he championed, influenced David L-:13achelor, a retired University of New Mexico
professor of educational foundations, to write in 1991 that his hero, Loyd
Tireman, deserved more credit than Sanchez for advances in bilingual
Michael Welsh is an assistant professor of history at the University of Northern Colorado. Among his publications is the forthcoming volume from the University of New Mexico
Press, Servants of the Golden Dream: The South PaCifiC Division, U.S. Army Corps of
. Engineers (1996).
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instruction. Ignoring the fact that the UNM College of Education includes the Tireman Library, Bachelor, after perusing documents in the
Rockefeller Foundation archives in upstate New York, concluded in his
book, Educational Reform in New Mexico: Tireman, San Jose, and
Nambe, that while Tireman's work "passed from the collective awareness," Sanchez "gained attention and fame writing about and arguing
for reforms that echoed Tireman's [ideas)."2
There have been some scholars in recent years who have recognized
what David Bachelor did not: that George Sanchez engaged a wide variety of causes, issues, and controversies that presaged the activism known
in the 1960s and 1970s as the "Chicano Movement." The most famous
of these treatments has been Mario T. Garcia, Mexican Americans: Leadership, Ideology, and Identity, 1930-1960 (1989). Garcia singled out
Sanchez and another UNM graduate, Arthur Campa, as two of the three
proponents of what he called the "Mexican American mind." Through
the use of statistical research and persuasive reasoning, Sanchez, in
Garcia's judgment, "challenged the system to live up to its stated advocacy of democracy for all." Garcia based his conclusions on Sanchez'
long tenure at the University of Texas at Austin, where from 1940-1972
he influenced hundreds of students with his instruction in educational
psychology. He also aided the Hispanic community nationwide with his
research on such landmark U. S. Supreme Court cases as the Westminster
decision (1946) involving segregation of suburban Los Angeles public
schools, and the Texas case of Delgado v. Bastrop Independent School
District (1948), where the justices weakened the "separate but equal"
doctrine in schooling that fell six years later in the more-celebrated case
of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954).3
What limited Garcia's reading of George Sanchez' life, however,
was the lack of information about his formative years in New Mexico;
years that shaped his thinking about Hispanic America in general, and
about bilingual education in particular. In this respect, the revisionist
Garcia and the Tireman biographer (Bachelor) could not see the context
of economics, politics, and social change that molded the work of
Sanchez. Even though New Mexico in 1930 had but 360,000 people,
Sanchez learned much from the state's multicultural heritage of conflict and accommodation. He would also benefit from the support of
staunch Anglo and Hispanic allies, even as he alienated people from
both groups with his persistence and advocacy. Few New Mexicans of
the 1930s, however, could ignore George Sanchez' public presence, nor
would their state be the same after his decade of struggle for equality.
George Sanchez' life followed the classic pattern of many an American hero of the early twentieth century: humble origins in an ethnic community, success in the pubiic school system, discovery by patrons willing
to invest in his intellectual potential, and a quick rise to prominence.
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Yet Sanchez' good fortune also came with strings attached: his c(;mfidence in his intellectual abilities, his pride in his accomplishments, and
his youthful impatience with the slow process of change. Sanchez wondered often at the intransigence of his fellow New Mexicans, both Hispanic and Anglo, and their failure to see the greater good that his ideas
of equity and fairness could bring. It was no surprise, then, that Gladys
Leff, a graduate student at North Texas State University, subtitled her
1976 dissertation about Sanchez: "Don Quijote of the Southwest."4
The New Mexico that greeted George Sanchez at birth looked much
like the state he would leave thirty-four years later to teach educational
psychology at the University of Texas. Still a territory in 1906, New
Mexico would rank near the bottom of states in most indicators of economic well-being. Hispanics were the state's majority of citizens in 1') 12,
when Sanchez entered elementary school in the small farming community of Los Griegos, in Albuquerque's North Valley. New Mexico led
the nation in rates of illiteracy throughout Sanchez' youth, and in the
depths of the Great Depression saw one-third of all schoolchildren denied access to schooling because of a lack of funds.
What caught the eye of George Sanchez' teachers was his flair for
writing, in both Spanish and English, and his head for numbers; two
skills that do not often intersect: After spending several years with his
family in southeastern Arizona, where his father worked the copper
mines, Sanchez returned to New Mexico to graduate at age sixteen from
the old Albuquerque High School. That fall (1923) he began teaching in
small public schools in the North Valley, then entered UNM in 1926 to
pursue a degree in education. While at the university, George Sanche/.
attracted the attention of its young president, James Fulton Zimmerman.
a graduate of Columbia University who specialized in economics and
social science research. Eager to enhance the quality of his institution
(enrollment in 1927 had been but 455 students, with a faculty of 40 and
a library of 20,000 volumes), Zimmerman pursued a policy of regionalism in curriculum, architectural design, research, and faculty hiring. By
the time of his graduation in 1930, George Sanchez would find in
Zimmerman an intellectual soul mate, one who could advise him of the
benefits to accrue to New Mexico if Sanchez applied his talents LO bilingual education issues.
Two events transpired in 1930 that would shape UNM, and George
Sanchez, for the remainder of that decade. The Bernalillo County pub-'
Iic schools offered him a position as superintendent, but Zimmerman
saw greater things on Sanchez' horizon. The UNM president had made
the acquaintance of two sources of patronage for Sanchez' statistical
work: the progam officers of the Rockefeller Foundation's General Education Board (GEB), and the junior United States Senator from New
Mexico, Bronson M. Cutting. Zimmerman had asked Loyd Tireman, a
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new hire from the University of Iowa, to draft plans for the first bilingual education training program in the United States. The GEB and Senator Cutting, a wealthy tuberculosis sufferer who had come to Santa Fe
for the cure in 1910, both saw the potential for the "San Jose Experimental School" in Albuquerque's South ValJey, and provided five years
offunding for UNM to train teachers in pathbreaking methods ofbilingual instruction. 5
In order to prepare Sanchez to conduct statistical research for San
Jose, Zimmerman and Cutting prevailed upon the GEB to award him a
scholarship tothe University of Texas, where Sanchez in twelve months
earned a master's degree in educational psychology and in Spanish.
Upon his return to Albuquerque, Sanchez became the director of the
GEB-funded "New Mexico State Division of Statistics and Information."
Linked to the state department of education and UNM, Sanchez' program paralJeled similar initiatives of the GEB that sought to improve
the condition of black education in the segregated schools of the South.
Sanchez, eager at age twenty-six to apply the knowledge he had gained
in Austin under the tutelage of Herschel T. Manual, traveled 11 ,000 miles
in his first year as director, proselytizing New Mexicans about the virtues of equitable schooling. 6
By the fall of 1932, George Sanchez came to believe that political
action served his purposes better than missionary work. He identified
as New Mexico's greatest educational problem the imbalance of property tax colJection. Wealthy counties in the resource-rich (and mostly
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Anglo) southeastern corner of the state had five to ten times the tax
revenue of the poorer, predominantly Hispanic counties of the north.
Sanchez drafted a "school equalization fund" bill that passed both
. houses of the legislature in early 1933, only to be vetoed by the governor, Arthur Seligman, a conservative Democrat. Desperate for budgetcutting measures in the worst year oftheDepression, Seligman targeted
UNM as an unnecessary expense in a state where the per capita income
in 1933 (a mere $209) stood at 54 percent of the national average. Any
measure promoted by UNM alienated the governor, especially when
President Zimmerman and Seligman's chief benefactor, Bronson Cutting, spoke on behalf of Sanchez' bill. 7
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Failure to outmaneuver the governor on an issue close to his heart
struck George Sanchez at an awkward moment. In the spring of 1933
his alma mater had just begun recovery from the embarrassment of the
"anti-fraternity" bill. House Resolution No. 17 complained that Anglo
students denied Hispanics access to the valuable social and economic
networks of national Greek organizations. The five Hispanic lawmakers
who sponsored the bill demanded that UNM "in some positive and immediate manner attempt to lessen and eventually do away [with] the
proven class discrimination that surely exists" on campus. The measure
failed, but the divisions that it revealed at UNM led Sanchez to seek a
remedy through social science research that would expose the root
causes of ethnic and economic tensions statewide. 8
What ensued can arguably be termed the most tragic moment in the
history of UNM, and in the lives of George Sanchez and the other parties to the so-called "race ·questionnaire." Sanchez and Richard Page, a
young psychology professor trained at the University of Chicaco in stateof-the-art statistical methods, hastily compiled a twenty-question "social-attitude survey" that caught New Mexico's leadership off-guard.
Sent out under Sanchez' signature to high school principals statewide,
the survey was targeted only for Anglo high school seniors, and contained such provocative statements for response as: "No matter how
much you educate Spanish-speaking people, they are nothing but greasers."9
Within hours the offices of the governor and the UNM president,
along with state media outlets, were overrun with bitter criticism of
Sanchez, Page, the university, the state, Anglos, Hispanics, and social
science research in general. At one m(lSs meeting held at the gazebo in
Albuquerque's Old Town plaza, Spanish-speaking orators castigated the
entire process and led police to warn James Zimmerman of a "lynching
party" headed for campus. One speaker, however, saw George Sanchez
as the most culpable. Mrs. E. A. Perrault, a former New Mexico secretary of state, scolded her fellow Hispanics for being "too courteous" in
the face of repeated ethnic slights at UNM. She also saw Sanchez as
well-intentioned but in need of "someone around to 'tell him what to
do sometimes. '''10
Moving hurriedly to defuse public passions triggered by the survey,
President Zimmerman empaneled an investigative committee that held
extensive hearings on campus. Page defended his actions on the abstract principle of academic freedom, while Sanchez acknowledged his
mistakes and pleaded for forgivenenss. Tempers flared during the hearings, with Abran Fernandez of Wagon Mound writing that Sanchez was
"a discredit not only to his position but to his own race." Sanchez' wife,
Virgie, feared for her husband's safety, wiring President Zimmerman
that he should blame her, not George, for the survey. Pregnant with
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their second child, she told Zimmerman: "I won't have George ruined
nor the [Charles] Lindbergh kidnapping case repeated." She had mailed
a letter to the (Santa Fe) New Mexican claiming that George had merely
wanted to collect data for her master's thesis, and "that I preferred a
career to my homer,] etc." Virgie Sanchez then closed her telegram to
Zimmerman with the cryptic warning: "George on way to Albuquerque[.] Do not let him come home alone."11
The verdict of the investigative committee came down hardest on
the outsider Page, whom committee chair Gilberto Espinosa described
as "lamentably ignorant of the history of New Mexico, its 'people, their
traits and characteristics." Espinosa, brother of UNM graduate, former
faculty member, and then Stanford University professor Aurelio
Espinosa, decried UNM's complicity in the Page-Sanchez questionnaire.
concluding that "there now exists and hasfor a number of years, a most
distressing social relationship between [Hispanics and Anglos]." The
committee asked for and received Page's immediate. resignation, and
then surprisingly ordered.Zimmerman to .prohibit "social research involvingthe Spanish-speaking people of New Mexico." The UNM faculty rallied around their colleagues (Sanchez and Page), voting to protest
the Espinosa panel's findings, but to no avail. 12
George Sanchez still had two years remaining on his grant from the
Rockefeller Foundation, and may have erred by believing that his outside income would spare him the wrath of the governor and the legislature. In retaliation, the lawmakers denied the state department of
education the authority to contribute funds to the San Jose training
school. The board of regents at New Mexico Normal University (later
Highlands University) voted to rescind Sanchez' summer school teaching contract. Then Governor Seligman, pressured to have Sanchez removed from state government altogether, wrote directly to the elderly
John D. Rockefeller to "replace Mr. George I. Sanchez ... with someone more acceptable to our people," and who would not "unwittingly
plant the seeds of race hatred in the minds of our children." The wealthy
industrialist then contacted Sanchez' patron, Senator Cutting, for advice. The senator informed Seligman, who owed his victories in 1930
and 1932 in part to the support of Cutting's Progressive-Hispanic political faction, stating: "I have been familiar with Mr. Sanchez' work in
the state, and think that, on the whole, it is of great value." 13
The influence of Bronson Cutting revealed at once his power, and
the fragile condition of George Sanchez' role in New Mexican educational issues. Richard Lowitt, author of Bronson M. Cutting: Progressive Politician (1992), made no mention of the race questionnnaire. He
did not~ that in 1938, at a memorial service in Santa Fe to mark the
untimely death of Cutting in a 1935 plane crash, George Sanchez "delivered a crisp and unsentimental tribute in Spanish. He praised Cutting's
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progressive ideas and his advancement of the hopes of the Hispanic
people in New Mexico." Governor Seligman, who would die in office
four months after the 1933 hearings, also deferred to Cutting's power,
apologizing to John D. Rockefeller for bothering him, as he had decided
two weeks after demanding his ouster that "Mr. Sanchez is a good man
for the place he occupies."'4
Such public blandishments notwithstanding, Sanchez, Zimmerman,
and Cutting all realized that the cause of New Mexican educational reform would suffer as long as George Sanchez remained in the state. Meeting with Rockefeller officials in the summer of 1933, Cutting and
Zimmerman negotiated a year's "leave-of-absence" for Sanchez, who
would enroll that fall in the doctoral program in educational psychology at the University of California, Berkeley. The GEB did not wish to
lose the services of its only Hispanic demographer, and Zimmerman
needed Sanchez to continue his efforts to end the economic inequities
in New Mexican public schooling. UNM had committed itself via New
Deal social welfare programs to enroll Hispanics in record number (28
percent of the student body by 1936), and needed better schooling in
the northern villages to ensure that Hispanic graduates could meet the
standards Zimmerman set for the university. Thus the GEB agreed to
fund not only Sanchez' degree work, but also his salary, office expenses,
and two train trips back to Albuquerque. 15
George Sanchez' year in California affected him in two ways. He
saw conditions in New Mexico in the context of regional and national
dynamics of ethnicity and power. He also came to the attention of other.
scholars of education, as well as program officers of national foundations and federal agencies. This set Sanchez on the road to even more
activism, and eventually created the opportunity for him to leave New
Mexico for the more lucrative career he pursued in '.Texas.
While working on his doctorate at Berkeley, Sanchez also continued his work for the New Mexico statistical division, returning in November 1933 to campaign against Amendment No.4, a referendum to
limit counties to a total of twenty mills of property tax valuation for the
support of local public schools. Northern New Mexican counties had
traditionally charged much higher levies on property than the oil-rich
southern counties, and Sanchez saw this amendment as yet another effort to deny Hispanics access to better-funded schools. He worked
closely also with Paul Taylor, a Berkeley economist who specialized in
migrant labor research, to develop a stronger profile for the statistical
division, especially in bilingual research. Then in the spring of 1934
Sanchez asked James Zimmerman to support his candidacy for the presidency of the New Mexico Educational Association (NMEA), from which
he could canvass school officials directly throughout the state. His wife,
Virgie (a teacher in the Albuquerque public schools), also solicited
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Zimmerman's advice on the NMEA contest, stating that George's work
at Berkeley had brought invitations from the University of Texas and
Yale to attend workshops and teach courses. ''I'm sure George and I
would be the last ones to wish any more undue criticism directed at
you," said Virgie, and she once more offered to take the blame if her
husband's candidacy proved too controversial. 16
Fresh from his whirlwind program at Berkeley, buttressed by his
election as NMEA president, and retaining an additional year of
Rockefeller funding for his statistical division, George Sanchez plunged
into his research and promotion of bilingualism with all the energy that
a twenty-eight year old scholar could muster. He successfully lobbied
the state legislature in the winter of 1934-1935 for passage of another
version of the school equalization fund. He also traveled statewide to
support teachers and administrators fighting budget cuts and legislative
intrusion. One example was his failed expedition to Silver City, invited
there by Thomas Donnelly, a faculty member at the New Mexico State
Teachers College (later Western New Mexico University). Donnelly. who
would come to UNM as a political science professor within a few years,
wanted Sanchez' help in protesting the salary reductions of local school
teachers. The board ignored their petition, and taught Sanchez one more
lesson about the crisis of money and power in Depression-era New
Mexico. 17
Such actions by Sanchez led the state's lawmakers to accede to the
wishes of the state superintendent of instruction, H. R. Rodgers, who
did not want to continue Sanchez' statistical work as part of the state's
contribution to the GEB. James Zimmerman could not dissuade the legislature, and sadly informed the GEB that "the progressive legislation
which we have secured in New Mexico is due almost entirely to the
earnest and determined efforts of Dr. Sanchez." "He has worked like a
beaver for four years," concluded the UNM president, and had "accomplished more'than many men have been able to accomplish in a lifetime." Zimmerman could only hope that "when temporary political
considerations have passed, there will be a much clearer recognition of
the fundamental work which George has done for New Mexico." 18
Perhaps one reason that many New Mexicans today do not recognize George Sanchez is because his career' shifted away from UNM in
the fateful year of 1935. The death of Bronson Cutpng that May jeopardized not only Sanchez' work, but also removed the private financial
backing needed for continuation of the San Jose training school. The
state legislature the following year declined to underwrite San Jose. just
as it had rejected the statistical division. Interest in the state, and on the
UNM campus, began to wane for social science work on contemporary
New Mexican issues. New hires in anthropology and archeology
strengthen'ed tbe exotic but safer research on precontact Indian cultures,
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while in history the hiring of George Hammond, a Herbert Bolton student, emphasized the romance of the colonial Spanish borderlands. Then
the approach of the Second World War, with its inherent political conservatism, redirected off-campus funding towards science and technology. There would be little opportunity for a George Sanchez to practice
his craft of statistical analysis, even if he had not challenged the assumptions of many New Mexicans about the seminal issues of fairness
and equity, money and power, that lay at the heart of the state's educational dilemmas.
In what must have struck George Sanchez as the height of irony, his
own career blossomed with the collapse of the GEB-funded statistical
division. In early 1935, John Collier, the United States Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, asked President Zimmerman if he would release
Sanchez to work with the Office of Indian Affairs (later named the Bureau of Indian Affairs) in its Navajo and Pueblo education programs
This was part of Collier's grand scheme to create at UNM a "Federal
Indian Botanical Institute," which would study the growth and marketing of Indian food and fiber plants, and perhaps locate a federal Indian
college on the Albuquerque campus. But Sanchez selected instead an
offer from the Julius Rosenwald Fund to conduct research on educational issues in Mexico. The fund's director, Edwin Embree, wrote to
Zimmerman that Sanchez would "make the study of rural schools in
Mexico and ... prepare a chapter on Spanish contributions to American life" for a forthcoming anthology. From this would come S,lnchez'
suggestion that UNM establish, with monies from the GEB and
Rosenwald, a "coordinating research and social service center." He expounded further on this concept in his book, Mexico: A Revolution by
Education (1936), which he explained to Zimmerman as FDR's New
Deal social welfare policies driven by education and scholarship. 19
Once George Sanchez demonstrated his talents to the Rosenwald
Fund, he set out on a course of research and activism that would make
it highly improbable that UNM could retain his services, whether for
reasons of politics or finance. The Rosenwald's director realized this,
and wrote in October 1935 to James Zimmerman to apologize for taking
such an interest in the UNM graduate. Sanchez, said Edwin Embree,
"has so exactly the qualities and the experience that we need for our
rural school work that our national requirements may take precedence
over any local needs." In a prophetic statement, Embree added that
Sanchez' success in Mexico would allow him "to do as much for the
Southwest through us [the Rosenwald Fund] as in any other setting."
Embree sympathized with Zimmerman's struggle to solve what he called
"the peculiar problems of New Mexico," and offered the hope that
Sanchez "may then be able to go back in a more advantageous post and
with greater strength and prestige than he could be likely to have now."20
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Unfortunately for George Sanchez, Embree's prediction was only
half-correct. His work in Mexico caught the eye of the ministry of education in Venezuela, which hired him in 1937 as a "chief technical consultant" for its efforts at educational change. Yet when Sanchez returned
to New Mexico in 1938, old memories haunted his critics, and James
Zimmerman could only find a one-semester replacement position for
him in UNM's College of Education. Funding agencies that previously
sponsored social research to augment New Deal policies now invested
in scientific or technical work. UNM sought access to these fu'nds
through the atmospheric research of E. J. Workman, the physics professor whose studies of lightning storms would evolve in World War
Two into a $2 million effort to develop gyroscopes for the Manhattan
Project in Los Alamos. James Zimmerman thus had precious little to
offer Sanchez, and only modest prospects for permanent employment. 21
At this critical juncture in his academic career, the thirty-two-year
old George Sanchez agreed to remain at UNM as an associate professor,
devoting much of his time to special projects on New Mexican culture.
The major activity planned by UNM was the elaborate "Coronado Cuarto
Centennial Celebration," known as the "4C's," which in 1940 would
honor the 400th anniversary of the "entrada" of the Spanish conq ueror
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado into the Southwest. Sanchez analyzed
the triumphal nature of the early plans, and decided to raise more con- .
temporary questions under the aegis of four centuries of Hispanic existence in New Mexico. This pitted Sanchez once more against those
who preferred a sanitized vision of the state's past, and led eventually
to the acerbic tone so admired by readers of Forgotten People.
The 4C's hadbegu'n innocently enough in 1931, when a Roswell
businessman inquired about New Mexico hosting a national historical
pageant. The decade of the 1930s, a time of sober reflection on the
nation's heritage as well as its future, witnessed a host of commemorations, only the most dramatic being the 100th anniversary of Texan
independence from Mexico (1936), the sesquicentennial celebration for
the signing of the United States Constitution (1937), the gala events in
San Francisco marking the completion of the Bay Bridge (1938), and
finally the opulent and futuristic New York World's Fair (1939).
Zimmerman, always watchful for federal and state programs that could
benefit from UNM's participation, agreed in 1934 to chair the 4C's planning committee, which he and other boosters hoped would spread nationwide and instruct Americans about the contributions that Hispanic
citizens had made to the building, of the country.
While other UNM faculty and 4C's committee members designed
commemorative coins, logos, and biographies of conquerors, George
Sanchez set about organizing more scholarly venues to dramatize Hispanic America. He and fellow UNM alumnus and faculty member Arthur
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Campa agreed in 1938 to organize on campus the first meeting of the
"National Congress of Spanish-Speaking Peoples in the United States."
The organization included such activists as the journalist Carey
McWilliams, editor of the liberal magazine The Nation, and a champion
of Hispanic civil rights. Unfortunately, the newly created House UnAmerican Activities Committee (HUAC) branded the group and its conference planners as "radicals and communists." HUAC, which would
gain fame after World War Two for its zeal in ferreting Communism out
of the federal government and Hollywood, forced UNM's administration in 1939 to pressure Sanchez and Campa to retract their offer to
host the congress. 22
Sanchez did not despair of bringing Hispanic issues to campus, corresponding in May 1939 with Dr. Ben Cherrington of the State Department about a possible "Pan-American educational conference" in 1940
at UNM. Of more import was Sanchez' selection by the Carnegie Corporation to undertake a one-year study of adult education needs in one
of New Mexico's poorest areas, Taos County. The Carnegie Corporation had rejected an earlier request by Sanchez in 1935 to analyze Taos,
made famous in the 1920s by the international artists' and writers'
colony. At that time the Carnegie's program officers (like the
Rockefeller's) had considered Hispanic social problems as less critical
than those facing blacks in the American South. Yet the multicultural
complexity of northern New Mexico, and Sanchez' growing prominence
as a scholar, changed minds at the Washington-based foundation. The
Carnegie gave Sanchez $4,000 (the equivalent in 1993 dollars of $68,000)
to detail the crisis of Hispanic and Indian life in Taos, and the result in
early 1940 was Sanchez' greatest manuscript, Forgotten People. 23
Reaction to Sanchez' slim volume about Taos echoed its controversial findings about the isolated communities of the far northern Rio
Grande Valley. George Sanchez agreed to fashion a program of community education that reached the adult population of Taos. Nine months
of research indicated that the county served as a microcosm of Hispanic
socioeconomic problems in general, and of New Mexico in particular.
The narrative also utilized techniques and concepts that later generations of scholars believed were their own: the power of nature to shape
human behavior, the persistence of Spanish language and custom, and
the highly complex weaving ofIndian, Hispanic, and Anglo variables in
the long history of the Southwest. Sanchez also focused on the lack of
understanding each culture had for the other, which he described as "the
pathos of cultural defeatism." Then, in a sharp. rebuke to the Anglodominated art colony, as well as to the New Deal social service agencies
that proliferated in northern New Mexico, Sanchez concluded in 1940
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that "in this nation, there is no excuse for human misery and that, in the
field of social welfare, good intentions cannot substitute for good
deeds."24
Sanchez' dislike for the art colony, coupled with his refusal to romanticize life in New Mexico, placed him irreconcilably at odds with
the prevailing sentiments of the state's power structure. By 1938, tourism had become by far the largest private employer in New Mexico,
driven by the energetic promotion of Governor Clyde Tingley. The state
tourism division joined with the New Mexico highway department to
build roads into such isolated locales as Taos. While the ripple effect of
construction included employment, often the newcomers and visitors
attracted to the state preferred the anti modern environment and romanticized ethnici ty proclaimed by writers, painters, photographers, and
camp-followers of the art colonies. Sanchez's revelations of illiteracy,
disease, poverty, and loss of land among Taosei'ios did not square with
the exotic imagery that by 1940 had become the staple of New Mexican
self-identification.
On the basis of his indictment of public policy for Taos, the Carnegie
Corporation in March 1940 granted UNM $43,000 over a three-year period (again in 1993 dollars, $730,000) to institute the "Taos County
Project." The univerSity would craft a network offederal, state, and local service agencies to provide coherence to the chaos of 1930s public'
spending that had failed to correct decades of neglect and decline. The
logical choice for director of the project was Sanchez, but the members
of the Harwood Foundation vigorously opposed his selection. President
Zimmerman, himself enraptured by the otherworldly dimension of the
art colony, and whose daughter Helen Emily worked for the National
Youth Administration (NYA) in Taos, needed the cachet of the artists to
ensure national publicity and support. Thus the artists, whose livelihoods
in the 1930s included work in UNM's summer art program in Taos, convinced the president to bypas's ·Sanchez in favor of J. T. Reid, a
midwesterner trained in management of adult and continuing education
programs. 25
Exclusion from the Taos County Project compounded other reversals forGeorge Sanchez in 1940. Making the selection of Reid as project
director especially galling was Reid's own failed initiative in 1938 to
gain$22,000 from the Carnegie to begin educational work in Taos. Even
though the corporation supported Sanchez' research, Reid offered no
threat to the artists, whose stylized landscapes of mythical Taos rarely
included Hispanics. Thus when James Zimmerman solicited proposals
from UNM faculty for academic gatherings within the 4C's program,
Sanchez revived the contemporary themes ofthe Spanish-Speaking Congress. His bid for a "Cultural Contacts Conference" at UNM in August
1940 became the only venture rejected by Zimmerman and the 4C's
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Committee, whose members by now included as staff director the future United States senator, Clinton P. Anderson. Instead the campus
would host programs in the arts, music, drama, Latin American relations, and even a "eucharistic congress" sponsored by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Santa Fe ..
In the spring of 1940, George Sanchez had to weigh his academic
options carefully. The New Mexico legislature no longer solicited his
statistical research or lobbying skills on behalf of educational equity.
National foundations moved from the New Deal's fascination with human behavior to the wartime imperatives of science and technology.
The conservative political climate, in New Mexico and nationwide, had
little use for the talents of George Sanchez. He then cast about for more
stable employment, finding it that year in the education school of the
University of Texas. It is here where scholars like Mario Garcia encountered Sanchez' life and work, and defined the contributions that he made
to Hispanic people and to American education. From his service in 19411942 as the president of the League of Latin American Citizens
(LULAC), to his organizing in the 1950s of the "American Council of
Spanish-Speaking People," to his pathbreaking research in Hispanic
school desegration cases, to the naming of a high school in Houston
and elementary schools in Austin and in Rosemead, California, Sanchez
lived out the commitment to equality and fairness that he had acquired
so painfully as a native son of the state of New MexicoY
It is fair to ask, as Mario Garcia has done, whether George Scinchez
can speak to later generations challenged by their own problems and
readings of the past? Garcia recognized Sanchez' acceptance of the prevailing interpretation of the Spanish conquest as an event equally important to American history as the settlement of colonial New England.
Garcia, like Sanchez, does not speak to the view of Indian scholars and
activists at the close of the twentieth century that the Spanish must accept their share ofthe blame for the destruction of native life after 1492.
Unlike another native· of Albuquerque's South Valley, and University of
New Mexico graduate, Ramon A. Gutierrez,Garcia and Sanchez paid
little attention to late twentieth century social themes of gender, sexuality, intermarriage, or power relationships. Yet if one reads George
Sanchez' last manuscript written while on the faculty ofUNM, one sees
how interaction with New Mexican daily life led him to question the
Boltonian celebration of Spanish conquest and male predominance 27
This particular manuscript, never published, .resulted from a request
made to Sanchez in March 1940 by President Zimmerman that he draft
a two-to-three page outline of details for the editors of the National
Geographic Magazine. UNM's 4C's program had caught the attention
of the editors, who wished to highlight Spanish contributions to the history of the United States. In his own inimitable style, Sanchez wrote a
twenty-five page response, weaving the latest scholarship of the Bolton-
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ians with his own findings from Forgotten People. He differentiated
between the native United States Hispanic population, with its roots
three centuries deep in the Southwest, and the post-revolution migration of Mexican nationals. Sanchez also cited the ongoing contributions
of the Southwest's estimated three million Hispanic people, through
their labor in the sugar beet fields as well as their entry into the professions. Then concluding as if he were writing for the 1990s, S,inchez
referred to the permanence of Hispanic life that future generations of
Americans could no longer ignore. "Spain long ago left the American
stage," wrote Sanchez, and for that reason offered no more claim on
the national consciousness than did England, France, or Germany. But
"Spain left a New Spain at our very doorstep," he contended, and
Sanchez prophesied that America would "come into constant contact
with the modified Spanish culture." For the Albuquerque native, raised
in the North Valley and educated on the East Mesa, this reading of four
centuries of Hispanic reality echoed the true meaning of the \vords of
Doli. Juan de Onate, uttered in 1605 and trumpeted as the slogan of the
Coronado celebration: "Paso por aqui," which Sanchez expanded to
mean: "Spain is in America to stay. "28
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Crisis in Corrections:
Penitentiaries in the Far Southwest
during the Great Depression
JUDITH JOHNSON

The economic collapse during the Great Depression of the 1930s spared
few individuals, industries, or institutions. As more and more jobs disappeared, desperate people searched for work or other means to survive. Although public agencies created programs to ease the problems
of unemployment, the em~rgency overwhelmed most state governments.
As the crisis w·orsened, the states turned to the federal government for
help.
Highlighting the concerns of the states were the conditions in penal
institutions where increased populations, limited work opportunities,
inferior educational facilities, and deteriorated structures overwhelmed
existing systems. While these conditions existed in all states, the experiences of the penitentiaries in the Far Southwest demonstrated the impact offederal policies during the Great Depression. I
This region of the United States, comprised of Arizona, Nevada,
New Mexico, and Utah for the purposes of this study, suffered similar
consequences during the economic crisis. Here, as in other areas of the
country, officials turned to the federal government for assistance in finding constructive activities to occupy the time of idle inmates. As a result, national leadership assumed a far greater position in the
implementation of policy and practices in the state penal systems. In
particular, agencies of the federal government focused on work and educational opportunities for inmates to alleviate disciplinary problems so
common in congested prisons.
Federal intervention in state penal systems during the Great Depression began in 1931 when the governme.nt published the findings of the
Judith Johnson is assistant professor of history at Wichita State University, specializing in twentieth-century America. She received her doctorate in history from the University of New Mexico in 1987.
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investigation of the Wickersham Law Commission. This commission
reported directly to President HerbertHoover that from an educational,
disciplinary, and business standpoint, American penitentiaries as a whole
were failures. Prisons, the commission judged, fell short of society's
goal to reform criminals, provided limited protection of society, and
subjected inmates to brutal treatment in antiquated and inefficient institutions. Within the final report, penological experts outlined plans to
improve the system. To achieve that goal, the commission stressed the
segregation ofthe more degenerate and hardened criminals, the expansion of parole, and monetary remuneration for inmates who worked. 2
Although the commission report brought attention to conditions
within prisons, the depressed economic situation prevented states from
adopting most of the recommendations. Still, the Wickersham investigation represented the subtle entry of the national government into the
prison affairs of the states. Though the study included federal penitentiaries, state correctional facilities experienced the major impact. Before the organization of the Wickersham committee, wardens and other
prison administrators rarely looked to Washington for direction, and instead depended on their own organizations, such as the American Prison
Association (APA), to initiate plans for reform, evaluation, and innovations in penology.
Rarely invited and usually hesitant to offer suggestions related to
policy, the federal government nevertheless had placed restrictions on
state penitentiaries. For example, in 1929 Congress passed the HawesCooper Act. Designed to prevent unfair competition from cheaper, convict-made goods and supported by the American Federation of Labor,
this bill gave states the right to bar the importation of articles produced
in penal institutions.) With a deferred period of five years from passage
to implementation, however, the law did not become effective until 1934.
Needless to say, this act only served to compound problems for the
troubled prisons. The elimination of markets meant fewer inmates
worked and less income for the penitentiaries.
Hampered by the constraints offederallegislation that removed traditional outlets, wardens and other members of the boards of control
for state institutions searched for ways to sell articles made at the prisons. At the same time, organized labor renewed protests against prison
industries and lobbied against the unfair competition of inmate goods.
Influenced by labor unions, Congress then passed the Ashurst-Sumner
Actin 1935 which barred without exception the interstate shipment and
sale of goods made in prisons. 4 Consequently, this law and the HawesCooper Act reduced potential markets and caused a drastic curtailment
of prison industries.
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In addition to the limitations these new laws imposed, the National
Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), part of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt's New Deal, affected prisons. Intended to revive and stimulate business activity, the NIRA created the National Recovery Administration (NRA). In turn, this agency prompted industry members to write
codes in an effort to balance production and consumption. Therefore,
in October 1933 retailers who joined the NRA adopted codes that prohibited the sale, acquisition, or distribution of prison-made goods. To
modify the extreme provisions of the manufactures' codes and to salvage production of specific articles, penitentiary representatives from
thirty-six states signed and presented to the NRA a separate convict
labor code. But legal objections, most notably the inability to comply
with the collective bargaining provision mandatory under Section 7(a)
of the act, forced prison officials and representatives of the APA to draft
a new voluntary agreement among the states. Approved by President
Roosevelt in April 1934 and endorsed by thirty-one states, this new
compact allowed convict-made goods to be sold on the open market,
but at a fair competitive level with private goods. 5
Despite the efforts of the states, prison industry seemed doomed
after the Supreme Court ruled the NIRA unconstitutional in 1935. Faced
with idle inmates in crowded prisons, wardens throughout the United
States feared the outbreak of riots or other disruptive behavior. Aware
of the distress caused by lack of employment for convicts, President
Roosevelt established the Prison Industries Reorganization Administration (PIRA) in 1935. This agency served to study, recommend, and direct plans for the utilization of convict labor, and based all suggestions
on the accepted philosophy that work for inmates aided reformation
and eliminated disciplinary problems associated with overcrowding.·
In all areas of the country, PIRA conducted extensive surveys of
penal facilities and directed attention to resources, available labor, and
possible prison industries that could.produce goods used in state agencies and institutions. Investigators compiled detailed histories of the
individual penitentiaries, types of work performed in the past, and guidelines for future convict employment. While each state had unique problems and possibilities, all surveys unanimously endorsed more work for
prisoners to ease overcrowding, to improve morale, and to reduce the
cost of incarceration. 6 Besides prison industries, PIRA recommended
that states use convict labor in agricultural activities, forestry work, the
manufacturing of building materials, and fimiIly in construction
projects. 7
The expansion of prison structures seemed an obvious solution to
overcrowding, particul~lrly in the Far Southwest where many of the
buiidings had fallen into disrepair and no longer provided adequate protection or security. This was definitely the case in Utah where Warden

38

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1994

Richard E. Davis had urged the construction of a larger, more modern
facility at a different location since the middle of the 1920s. 8 Yet state
lawmakers, aware that Utah had limited resources for so expensive an
undertaking, hesitated to make any moves until 1937. At that time, the
legislature. appropriated money to purchase land and to build a new
prison. Although two years in the process, the board of corrections finally selected a suitable location. Encompassing 721 acres, not far from
the old prison and still within Salt Lake County, the site included adequate water'rights for irrigation and farming.
Known as "The Point of the Mountain," the new location seemed to
offer great potential and more than enough room to build a secure structure, to increase farming, and to expand prison industries. 9 Utah then
applied to the Public Works Administration (PWA) for funds to 'help
pay for the new facility. The New Deal agency, however, rejected the
request. Utah officials did not record the specific reasons why the PWA
refused the appropriation for the new penitentiary. Evidence suggests,
however, that a reevaluation and closer scrutiny of all projects prompted
the rejection, Although the warden sent some inmates to the new site to
prepare the foundation, construction proceeded slowly and was delayed
further because of World War Two.
In 1938 the National Committee on Prisons and Prison Labor issued a report to all state governments concerning the construction of
new facilities. In essence, that study cautioned states to evaluate possible alternatives before asking the federal government for construction
funds. Pointing out that tremendous expenditures for iron and steel rarely
guaranteed greater protection of society, the committee suggested in~
stead that states might spend money more profitably for the salaries of
guards and salaries and rehabilitative programs such as education for
inmates. As an additional option, the report urged greater use of parole,
or the utilization of less expensive buildings to house prisoners and relieve overcrowding. While the impact of this report remains uncertain,
it is clear that federal policy at this time included the limitation offunds
for new construction. 10
Although none of the other states in the Far Southwest had a program as ambitious as Utah, each advocated a construction project to
expand facilities. In Nevada, for example, inmates used stone from the
prison quarry to build a new two-story structure to house a factory for
the manufacture of license plates, II while convicts in New Mexico renovated an existing structure for the same industry. 12 In both cases, state
legislators rather than the federal government appropriated funds to
cover the construction costs. Likewise in Arizona, Senate Bill No. 239,
passed in 1939, approved the construction of new buildings for more
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dormitories and a dining hall. 13 Yet these additions, coming as they did
at the end of the decade, failed to relieve overcrowding during the depression.
Construction projects, however, provided limited work opportunities for all the prisoners in the penitentiaries of the Far Southwest. Yet
PIRA investigations revealed an urgent need for more inmate employment. In New Mexico, for example, where the agents from PIRA first
visited in 1936, only 229 men of the 599 imprisoned worked. The majority of the employed convicts labored in the brick and tile plant, the
automobile license-tag shop, and at the prison farm. While suggesting
that "the possibilities of industrial employment in the New Mexico Penitentiary are not very great," the PIRA recommended the expansion of
the print shop, the enlargement of the metal shop, and the establishment of a small factory to make brooms and brushes. Furthermore, the
PIRA team proposed employment of convicts in a canning factory to
preserve excess produce grown on the prison farm. 14
The PIRA suggested similar activities in Utah the same year. With a
prison population of 270, only 146 men worked and 66 percent of those
employed had assignments related to maintenance projects. Under existing law, Utah allowed the sale of convict-made goods to state institutions, but did not compel the latter to buy from the prison. Yet PIRA
documented a viable state-use market for industrial goods produced at
the penitentiary. Therefore, PIRA investigators recommended that Utah.
enact a law requiring the state to buy needed supplies from the prison.
By providing, for example, printing materials, clothing, sheet-metal
goods, brooms and brushes, and furniture for sale to the state, the Utah
prison could increase industrial production and at the same time, relieve if not eliminate the problem of idleness. 15
In addition to the expansion of prison industries, PIRA suggested
that the Utah penitentiary send honor inmates to work at abandoned
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) sites. While the CCC had origil)ally
maintained thirty-three camps in Utah, by 1936 only nine remained in
operation. With al most 900,000 acres of state-owned land and more than
seven million acres of national forest in Utah, ample opportunity existed for prisoners to live at the camps and to work on maintaining fire
trails, removing undergrowth, grading roads, and building recreational
facilities. Although Utah offichlis recognized the validity and merit of
the plan, they opposed adoption because of anticipated increased costs
for transportation and guards. 16 Likewise in New Mexico where the PIRA
recommended similar employment for inmates, penitentiary administrators rejected the proposal for many of the same reasons. 17
Prison officials in the Far Southwest, however, did agree with other
proposals made by the PIRA to develop or expand prison industries. In
Arizona, for example, where the prison population reached 723 inmates
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at the end of 1937, the state entered into an arrangement with federal
relief authorities to expand work opportunities. Under the terms of this
program, Arizona convicts made mattresses with supplies furnished by
the government and then sold the completed goods to state and federal
agencies. 18
Elsewhere in the Far Southwest, officials focused attention on the
production of license plates. Both New Mexico and Nevada established
factories in 1933, but because of limited state populations and revenues,
this industry employed only a small percentage of inmates. Utah, on
the other hand, enjoyed greater success. After purchasing and installing
equipment in 1936, forty inmates produced license tags for all motor
vehicles in the state as well as street and road markers for cities and
towns in Utah. 19 Besides in-state use for the equipment, Utah arranged
to make automobile tags for Wyoming which lacked resources to produce its own. 20
Pleased with the success of that program, Warden Owen Nebeker
then informed the board of corrections that prison officials in Nebraska
wanted to trade shoes and heavy clothing produced by inmates there
for canned fruits and vegetables prepared in Utah. For the same type of
goods, Wyoming proposed the exchange of blankets. Already supplying state institutions, the Utah prison canning factory increased production to meet the requests of Nebraska and Wyoming and by the fall
of 1939 employed more than forty inmates in the canning factory.21
In contrast with the experience in Utah, attempts by New Mexico to
expand prison industries met resistance. Although the prison brick and
tile factory supplied materials for additions to buildings at the university,22 federal restrictions in other instances curtailed production. In one
particular case, regulations required that bricks used for a PWA project
had to be purchased from a factory more than three hundred miles away,
while the plant in New Mexico remained idle. 23 Unable to find sufficient
work for inmates, New Mexico as well as the other states in the Far
Southwest turned to education as a way to relieve the problems of overcrowding. The shift in emphasis from work to school for inmates was
particularly evident in Arizona.
Whereas informal classes for inmates had operated in the Arizona
penitentiary since before the turn of the century, the realities of limited
employment opportunities in the 1930s pressed officials to develop a
more structured program. Since crowded conditions often produced
short tempers, administrators supported school as a way to reduce tensions. Those same administrators also stressed education because ofthe
large percentage of illiterate inmates who lacked the knowledge and skills
necessary to function as honest and industrious members of society after their release from the penitentiary. In 1934, prison authorities reviewed the educational background of all the convicts and found only
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eleven college graduates, seventeen who had one year or more of college, and fifty who had finished high school. Of the remaining 571 prisoners, 140 had' completed eighth grade while the rest had had some
formal education, but were for the most part functionally illiterate. 24
Faced with those statistics, the authorities decided to expand the
school, using those prisoners who had finished high school as teachers.
Within a year, Arizona offered classes to convicts at the penitentiary in
ancient, medieval, and modern history, with lectures on current events,
studies of the Grand Canyon, the Colorado and Mississippi Rivers, the
Chicago World's Fair, and travelers' views of foreign lands. In addition, science courses included the planets, the solar system, meteorological studies, basic biology, and human physiology. Some students
pursued elementary and advanced Spanish, while those in classes at the
fourth to eighth grades studied English, writing, spelling, and arithmetic. 25
Also in 1935, Arizona prisoners who had achieved at least ajunior
high level began a new course in aviation where they studied the mechanics of aircraft engines, navigation, meteorology, and air commerce
regulation. Out of seventeen enrolled, nine completed the course and
received passing grades. 26 This aeronautical course reflected a national
trend of increased interest in aviation and an awareness, perhaps, of the
perilous situation in the world. Other courses offered at the prison included one on current events in which, it seems fair to assume, inmates
studied aggressive nations w~o threatened world peace. Given the experience of inmates in World War One, when large 'numbers tried to
enlist in the Armed Forces, and when inmates observed meatless days,
increased agricultural production on prison farms, and purchased Liberty Bonds, War Savings Stamps, and Red Cross Coupons, prisoners in
the 1930s probably wanted to be part of a readiness program in case the
United States went to war. 27 Convicts in Arizona, as in the other penitentiaries of the Far Southwest, looked beyond the prison walls and identified, in a patriotic sense, with the rest of American society.
In Utah, administrators also saw education as a way to relieve tensions caused by overcrowding in the penitentiary. Discipline in congested
prisons became more difficult and more costly to enforce when inmates
remained inactive for long periods of time. A riot in 1931 in Utah, in
which one convict was killed and several guards and inmates injured,
spawned new interest in education as an outlet for idle prisoners. 28
As a result of the riot, Warden R.E. Davis expanded educational
facilities at the Utah penitentiary during the 1930s. To accomplish this
goal, Utah drew upon the resources of the state and federal governments.
Early in 1932, seven instructors from the University of Utah volunteered
to teach classes to the inmates. An average of 140 convicts attended the
prison school for a period of twenty-two weeks. The'next year, the prison
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employed six instructors to teach mechanical drawing, music, physical
culture, athletics, and elementary subjects. Relief Funds for Unemployed
School Teachers, an agency ofthe state of Utah, paid the teachers. 29
. Later, in 1934, the federal government provided funds under the
Federal Emergency Relief Administration program to employ teachers.
That program lasted until September 1935 when the PWA assumed responsibility for direction and funding. 30 With money from the PWA, the
Utah penitentiary employed a supervisor for the school plus seven teachers. Eventually, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) initiated a
program for adult education in Utah that included courses for inmates
at the state prison. In addition to academic subjects, classes included
landscape gardening, stone cutting, and surveying. With an average attendance Of approximately 160 students, the seven teachers kept busy.
In spite 'of teaching demands, they also developed a dramatics class the
Associated Press recognized as one of the best educational programs to
be found in American penal institutions. 31 Moreover, fees paid by outsiders who attended the prisoners' plays funded new acquisitions for
the library at the penitentiary.32
In contrast with Utah where a school had served inmates intermittently since before the turn of the century, the Nevada prison first began an educational program for inmates in 1936. At that time, Nevada
used WPA funds to hire a teacher for the school. Established "to help
the men better themselves" and to alleviate some of the boredom and
empty time of the inmates, the school offered basic courses for those
with little or no formal education. The teacher not only taught classes,
but also supervised the work of inmate instructors. The convicts used
books donated by school districts throughout the state: Although attendance was not mandatory, officials observed an immediate and positive
response by inmates who went to school. Because of financial constraints
though, the prison school accommodated less than one-fourth of the
two hundred men incarcerated. 33
As in Nevada, New Mexico initiated an educational program for
convicts in 1936. Convicted criminals in New Mexico at this time still
served their sentences in the original structure built in 1884. Located on
the outskirts of Santa Fe, the penitentiary consisted of two adobe cell
houses within a thirteen-acre walled enclosure. Adjacent to the wall was
a sixty-acre farm where approximately thirty inmates cultivated produce and vegetables during the summer months. With almost 600 inmates confined in a facility designed to hold 470, four men in a cell
equipped for two was a common practice. This congestion and limited
work activities to relieve the boredom and monotony of imprisonment
prompted authorities to develop a school for the inmates. When convicts remodeled an older building for two classrooms, an inmate teacher
directed the school, although Warden John B. McManus restricted reg-

JUDITH JOHNSON

43

istration to those with less than two years of academic education. During the first year of the school; a total offorty-eight prisoners attended
classes. 34
One year later, the prison employed a salaried school administrator
to direct studies and classes for 102 inmates. The illiterate and nearilliterate prisoners comprised 40 percent of the students. 35 The following year, classes included elementary subjects, advanced reading;
beginner's English for non-native speakers, business English, business
arithmetic, shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping. Another fourteen students participated in a music class and played in a band used in prison
entertainment. 36
While education resolved some of the problems of overcrowding in
the prisons of the Far Southwest, not all inmates participated. For example, some convicts in Nevada crafted silver trinkets and leather cowboy articles that they sold to tourists who came to the prison yard to
view dinosaur tracks: The ancient footprints, discovered in the 1880s
when convicts excavated rock to enlarge the prison, attracted a large
number of visitors each year. 37
In contrast to the other states of the Far Southwest, and the rest of
the United States as well, Nevada in the 1930s permitted gambling in
licensed establishments and was beginning to earn a national reputation as a gambl ing center. Thus, because the state had legalized gambling, the warden and guards were more lenient and tolerated games of
chance at the penitentiary. Inmates gambled in a low, one-story building called the "bullpen" where the convicts used homemade chips for
betting. Prison officials issued brass tokens for normal currency exchanges, but prohibited their use in the bullpen. Despite negative connotations usually associated with gambling, Warden Matt R. Penrose
reported that few disturbances originated as a result of the games and
that gambling actually acted as a positive force by occupying the otherwise idle inmates. 38
Rules against gambling, of course, or any other illegal activity for
that matter, rarely deterred inmates from challenging the system. As a
case in point, authorities in Arizona prohibited the consumption of alcohol in the penitentiary. Convicts in 1931 who worked at the prison
farm located a short distance from the main facility, however, attempted
to circumvent that regulation. That summer inmates made arrangements
with a local bootlegger to exchange surplus hay for liquor. An alert guard,
who intercepted the delivery, foiled their plans. When news stories appeared describing the convicts' activities, irate local citizens demanded
to know why those criminals, sentenced to terms at the penitentiary,
were working and living at the farm instead of behind bars. The loose
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system of confinement, defended by the warden because of overcrowded
conditions, angered both the court and residents of Florence where the
prison was located. 39
Overcrowding also troubled Warden Pat Dugan at the New Mexico
Penitentiary in 1930. The increased numbers he referred to however,
pertained to cats, not convicts. What had begun as a solution to control
mice and rats had ended with a prison overrun with felines. Over the
years, a natural increase produced a population explosion that threatened to overwhelm the prison. Warden Dugan complained that food for
the cats represented an unjustified expense for the prison, while peace
and!qUiet at night suffered because of the racket created by the nocturnal/animals. To rid the penitentiary of the cats presented a dilemma because no one wanted to be accused of cruelty to animals. Nor could the
prison release them in the city of Santa Fe which had a similar problem
with large numbers of neglected and wild cats prowling the streets. In
the end, the warden directed the removal of the cats in what he described
as "a humane manner. "40
Far more serious than the problem of too many cats, though, was
the question of parole. In New Mexico, concern for the supervision of
parolees prompted state officials to participate in the Interstate Commission on Crime. This commission, established in 1935, recognized
the need for a national organization to address issues generated by an
increasingly mobile population in the United States. More important,
the commission viewed problems in the individual state prisons as a
national concern. As a result, the commission prepared uniform acts on
fresh pursuit of escapees, interstate extradition, and out-of-state witnesses. By the end of 1936, eleven stat.es had adopted all or some ofthe
laws, while four others developed a similar interstate compact. 41
A successful parole program required close supervision of the released inmate. An examination of prison populations during the Great
Depression, however, revealed that a high percentage of convicts were
residents of states other than the one in which they were incarcerated.
For example, in New Mexico, Warden McManus pointed out to Governor Clyde Tingley in 1935 that 60 percent ofthe inmates in the penitentiary came from other states. If paroled, a non-resident of New Mexico
could return to his home state but someone there-outside New
Mexico's jurisdiction-needed to regulate his activity. With no mechanisms in place among the states to assure the implementation of the
parole statutes, many prisoners eligible for release remained incarcerated. Therefore, Warden McManus endorsed a plan for an interstate compact suggested by Attorney General of the United States Homer
Cummings. 42 Eventually, New Mexico joined, among others, Montana,
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Ohio, and Indiana in an Interstate Compact on Parole and Probation to facilitate a system whereby out-of-state prisoners could be released with supervision to their home state. 43 The action of the attorney
general and the resultant compacts demonstrated again the increased
activity of the federal government in the affairs of the 'states during the
Great Depression.
Assistance in the implementation of parole and probation policies
surfaced as one tangible example of federal intervention in state prisons during the economic crisis of the 1930s. The employment of teachers in the prison schools under PWA and WPA programs was another.
The most immediate, though, and in the long run the most profound
and enduring help for prisons emerged from the evaluations and'recommendations of the PIRA. At the very least, those investigations focused
the attention of states on strengths within their prison systems and offered possible alternatives to relieve the problems associated with'overcrowding. As a result of the studies the PIRA conducted, penitentiaries
in the Far Southwest and in other areas of the country developed more
extensive educational programs and explored new ideas for prison industries.
In a larger sense, the experiences during the Great Depression created an atmosphere of c1'oser communication and, cooperation between
the federal government and state authorities. This, in turn, brought even
greater benefits to both parties during World War Two when prison industries produced military goods for the government. The outbreak of
the war terminated the Great Depression and eliminated-for the mo~
ment-overcrowding and unemployment for prisoners. After the war,
the prisons in the Far Southwest again faced swollen populations and
limited work opportunities for the inmates. At that time, though, the
concept of looking to the federal government for resources, for direction, and for assistance that had been firmly planted during the economic crisis of the 1930s offered state prison authorities additional
options and more effective instruments to overcome those concerns.
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The broken wagon wheel that led to the founding of the Taos art colony.
This photograph, taken on the afternoon of September 3, 1898, by Bert
G. Phillips, shows Ernest L Blumenschein leaning against the broken
wheeL Photograph courtesy Museum of New Mexico, negative no.
40378.

"Sockless" Jerry Simpson:
The New Mexico Years, 1902-1905
ELVISE. FLEMING

The political career of the colorful Populist "Sockless" Jerry Simpson,
who represented Kansas in the United States House of Representatives
for three terms in the 1890s, is well known. What is not generally known
is that he spent the last four years of his life living and working in New
Mexico. Simpson was a full-fledged citizen of New Mexico Territory,
deeply involved in the economic development of the Pecos Valley, very
much a participant in civic affairs in Roswell and Chaves County, and
active in local and territorial politics. His sojourn in New Mexico was
significant both to Simpson and the Territory.
Jeremiah Simpson was born on 31 March 1842, in New Brunswick.
He left home at the age of fourteen and worked on a sailing vessel on
the Great Lakes. In the Civil War, Simpson enlisted in the Twelfth I1Iinois Infantry but was discharged after three months because of disability. He returned to sailing and eventually became a ship's captain, and
followed that vocation until 1879. In 1869, Simpson moved to Indiana,
where he met Jane Cape, a native ofEilgland. They were married on 12
October 1870, in Buffalo, New York. The Simpsons had two children:
Hallie, who died in a tragic accident at the age of seven, and Lester. I
In 1879, the Simpsons settled on a farm near Holton in northeastern Kansas, where Simpson also operated'a sawmill. Four years later,
they moved to south-central Kansas near Medicine Lodge. Simpson
developed a stock farm there which prospered until the blizzards of the
mid-1880s wiped out his cattle. 2
Elvis E. Fleming is Chair of the Liberal Arts Division and assistant professor of history at Eastern New Mexico University, Roswell. He has published five books and numerous articles on the local history of Southeast New Mexico and West Texas.
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"Sockless" Jerry Simpson. Courtesy Archives of the Historical Center for Southeast New
Mexico, photo no. 418.
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Simpson rari for the Kansas legislature in 1886 and 1888 as an independent, having adopted the doctrines of the Grange and the Farmers'
Alliance. Losing both contests, he accepted an appointment as town
marshal of Medicine Lodge. The job paid $40 a month, but it entailed
digging sewer ditches when his duties as a peace officer were slow. 3 .
The Populist revolt sprang primarily from the Farmers' Alliance,
and Kansas was a leading state in the movement. Kansas Populists nominated Simpson to run for Congress in 1890. Simpson's opponent in the
Seventh District race was James Hallowell, who characterized Simpson
as a clown andan ignoramus. Simpson's response was:
This prince of royal blood travels in his special car, his
dainty person is gorgeously bedizened, his soft white
hands are pretty things to look at, his tender feet are
encased in silk hosiery. What does he know of the life
and toil of such plow-handlers as we are? I can't represent you in Congress with silk stockings-I can't af.ford to wear 'em!4
Victor Murdock, a young reporter, immediately dubbed Simpson
"Sockless Jerry." With some encouragement from Simpson, the nickname stuck. Some versions of this story claim that Simpson actually
went sockless. In truth, he dressed fastidiously when he was not doing·
manual labor, wearing well,-chosen socks and preferring double-breasted
sack suits. His Populist campaign clothing may have been less elegant,
however. 5
Simpson was surprised and pleased that he won the 1890 election.
His positions in Congress portended the "Omaha Platform" of 1892,
when the "People's Party" organized as a new political party in one of
the most important third-party movements in Am~rican history. Simpson
was re-elected to Congress in 1892, defeated in 1894, then elected to a
third term, with the help of Democrats, in 1896. He made a final bid for
re-election in 1898 and was defeated. He moved to Kansas City, where
he published a newspaper, Jerry Simpson's Bayonet, from 8 May 1899,
through 17 September 1900. He later moved to Wichi ta and took a position as manager of a livestock commission. 6
In his 1956 book, The Wild Jackasses: The American Farmer in
Revolt, Dale Kramer states that after Simpson stopped publishing his
newspaper, he was "in poor health, ... dropped out of sight until his
death in 1905."7 In actuality, he lived and worked in Roswell, New
Mexico Territory, from the spring of 1902 until his death in the fall of
1905.
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Annie L. Diggs wrote The Story ofJerry Simpson in 1908 and stated
that an "illness threatening fatality" came upon Simpson during his second term in Congress (1893-94). According to Diggs, Simpson never
regained his health completely; and the exhausting campaigns of 1894,
1896, and 1898 contributed to the decline of his health. This illness is
what eventually brought Simpson and his family to New Mexico. s The
pace at which Simpson worked after he arrived in New Mexico, however, indicates that his health improved rapidly or was not as poor as
Diggs implies.
Simpson first arrived in Roswell on the Santa Fe Railroad about 18
January 1902, and spent a week looking over the Pecos Valley. The
Roswell Record reported that he was "enthusiastic over the resources
ofthe country and waxes as elegant over them as he did over populistic
principles in days gone by." He left Roswell for Witchita on 25 January.
There was no explanation as to what brought Simpson to the Pecos
Valley. 9
Soon Simpson was back in Roswell "under the chaperonage of Frank
Morgan." This time he purchased three-quarters of a section of land for
$1,500 from Richard and Laura Ballard and from Ballard's parents, A. J.
and Katie. The land was "under the Hondo Project" and included onehalf of one share (or 1/20th) of the Lea-Cockrell Ditch and its flow, which
was to be 1. 9 cubic feet per second. The ditch was on the south bank of
the Rio Hondo. 'o
The Hondo Project was an effort to build a reservoir west of Roswell
on the Rio Hondo for the purpose of irrigating 12,000 acres of land to
the south and southwest of Roswell. The project started in 1888 when
the New Mexico Reservoir and Irrigation Company tried to raise funds
for dam construction. Neither this company n'or its successor was able
to raise the money necessary for such an ambitious project. After much
speculation and haggling, the federal government agreed in the fall of
1903 to take over the project under the Newlands Reclamation Act of
1902. 11
The land bought by Simpson, known locally as "the Ballard place,"
was located about three miles south of Roswell. It extended for a mile
along Y -0 Crossing Road (now called "Charleston Road") from present
South Main Street on the east to South Sunset Avenue on the west. It
reached to present Monksdale Road, a half-mile north ofY-O Crossing
Road, and an eighth-mile south of Y -0 Crossing Road. The farms in
that area today are very productive, using ground water for irrigation,
much of the area is devoted to mining sand and gravel.
The Simpsons moved to Chaves County in March of 1902, arriving
on Tuesday the 18th with a carload of household goods. The principal
tract of land bought by Simpson was developed into a stock farm. In
July 1902, Simpson paid $150 for three lots in Roswell just south of the
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Rio Hondo at 608,610, and 612 South Main Street. Construction of a
house began about the middle of August. The house was a one-andone-half story frame building, centered on the three lots, well back from
the street. By the spring of 1903, W. P. Lewis had built a windmill, a
water tank, and a water works at the Simpsons' place. In May 1904,
Simpson purchased the remaining lot between his house and Bland Street
on the south. 12
The Simpsons' son, Lester, and his wife, Gertie, had a son born to
them in Wichita in 1901, whom they named "Jerry, Junior" after his
distinguished grandfather. These three had moved to Chaves County
along with the Simpsons. Lester operated the stock farm while Simpson
lived in town and engaged in the real estate business. 13
Diggs relates that Simpson "lavished tenderness" upon little Jerry,
Jr.
Perhaps Jerry Senior had n~ver in all his modest life
come nearer to being vain than when, his grandson, arriving at time of speech, made bright and quaint remarks
beyond his years. What jolly chums these two were. The
small man and his grandfather walked ·the streets of
Roswell hand in hand in perfect fulness of mutual admiration. 14
Simpson continued to be involved in the work of livestock associations after he moved to New Mexico. He left Roswell on 9 May 1902, to
attend a meeting of the state livestock association in Nebraska "in the
interests of the National Live Stock Association." He commented that
he had not been in Roswell enough since moving there to get acquainted
with his neighbors, but after this trip he would be able to spend most of
his time in Roswell. He was the featured speaker at a cattlemen's convention in Kansas City in January 1903, where he was asked to speak
on "The Process of the Evolution of a Populist to a Stockman." Other
examples of Simpson's appearances before the cattlemen's conventions
which were reported by the Roswell Record include EI Paso, Texas, on 9
March 1903; Fort Worth, Texas, in December 1903; Portland, Oregon,
in January 1904; and the first annual meeting of the Cattle Growers Association of New Mexico in Roswell in March 1904. 15
Meanwhile, Simpson was getting involved in the real estate business and in the life of the Roswell community. In July 1902, he entered
into a partnership with a well-established,real es.tate man, Ernest L.
Wildy, brother-in-law of Captain J. C. Lea, the "Father of Roswell."
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Their advertisement in the Roswell Record was as follows:

JERRY SIMPSON AND E. L. WILDY
DEALERS IN
REAL ESTATE AND LIVE STOCK
Irrigated Farms, Ranches and Town Property for Sale
A later advertisement listed nineteen places to sell in Roswell; it
gave Simpson & Wildy's office location as "upstairs, opposite Citizen's
Bank." This location was on the southwest corner of Fourth and Main
Streets. Simpson's partnership with Wildy was dissolved about March
1903. 16
Roswell immediately took advantage of the presence of such a distinguished personage as Jerry Simpson in the community. The Roswell
Fair Association was incorporated on 28 May 1902, with Simpson as
president, W. M. Atkinson as vice president, E. A. Cahoon as treasurer,
and Lucius Dills as secretary and superintendent. These were some of
the most prominent men in the community. The fair was held 23-26 September 1902, and featured numerous exhibits of Pecos Valley produce.
Horse racing was a daily feature of the fair. The newspapers declared
that the fair was a decided success. 17
The news articles reprinted in the Roswell papers are an important
source of information about Simpson's New Mexico years. Such an article originally published in theA/buquerque Citizen noted that Simpson
was in Missouri in August 1902, "booming the Roswell Fair." Simpson
was quoted as saying, "It will be the first fair ever held in that part of
New Mexico." Simpson was obviously unaware that huge "alfalfa palaces" had been built in 1892 and 1893 to house the Pecos Valley Fair,
and fairs had been held most years since then. Simpson had just arrived
on the scene during a period when the Roswell fairs had been allowed
to lapse. 18
•
Another organization in which Simpson became involved early was
the Roswell Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber was in the organizing process for several months. Finally, on 7 July 1902, it was organized permanently and adopted articles of incorporation. Simpson was
elected its first president and also served on the board of directors. Much
of the work of the Chamber was rather routine, and involved promotions of Roswell and the Pecos Valley in general. Simpson spent much
time in carrying out the duties of his office. He certainly was enthusiastic about his adopted home and took every opportunity to extoll its qualities as a place to live. Some of Simpson's ideas were rather unique and
attracted national attention. 19
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In August 1902, the Chamber of Commerce proposed to sponsor an
"advertising car" jointly with the Santa Fe Railroad; which offered to
take the car anywhere the Roswell businessmen desired. Colonel A, E.
Page and Wildy were placed in charge of collecting the produce and
creating a miniature "fair on wheels" in a passenger coach. The "Roswell
car," as it came to be called, left Roswell on Sunday morning, 7 September; Col. Page traveled with the car, assisted by Thomas Jones. The
car was loaded with dozens of different kinds of fruits, vegetables,
canned goods, and crops. To what extent Simpson appeared with the
car as it traveled through Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, and Illinios is
not clear. His biographer implies that the whole project was Simpson's
and that he made the entire tour with the car. The Kansas City Star
reported that the car stopped in Emporia, Kansas, on 12 September, and
that the car was in the charge of Simpson. In any case, the car made a
grand tour, with fresh produce being sent periodically from Roswell to
keep the exhibit fresh. The car spent a week in Chicago in October, 'then
went to the Illinios State Fair in Springfield. It returned to Roswell on
25 October following almost two months of promoting the Pecos Valley. The Roswell car was deemed the best advertising Roswell had ever
sent out. 20
When Senator Albert Beveridge (R-Indiana) brought his Senate
Committee on Statehood to New Mexico and Arizona territories in the
interest of the "jointure" statehood movement, he failed to inspect the
Pecos Valley. The committee was scheduled to arrive in Roswell on
Monday, 24 November 1902, and the leadership of Roswell planned a
warm welcome for the politicians. In an unexplained change of plans,
however, the committee's train reached Roswell about 11 p.m. Friday,
21 November. The train stopped only long enough to change engines,
so senators failed to see the Pecos Valley':"'-which local leaders believed
would have been a major factor favoring statehood. The editor of the
Roswell Register expressed the disappointment and irritation of the
. boosters of the Pecos Valley when he wrote, "their treatment of the most
prosperous, progressive, and up-to-date portion of the territory of New
Mexico, seems, in the absence of any explanation, to be unpardonable. "21
He went on to tout the Pecos Valley as a leading producer of fruit, cattle,
and alfalfa.
In considering how to counter Senator Beveridge's slighting of the
Pecos Valley, Si mpson suggested to the Chamber of Commerce that they
might send twenty boxes of Pecos Valley'apples to President Theodore
Roosevelt and others. Then he came up with the idea of sending boxes
of apples to New Mexico's Congressional delegate, Bernard S. Rodey.
Rodey could place the boxes in the cloakrooms of Congress to pass out
the fruit to the members. Each apple would be in a wrapper advertising
the place of origin, and the boxes would be covered with information
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explaining the characteristics of the Pecos Valley of New Mexico Territory. This plan was carried out, according to the 9 December 1902 edition of the Washington Star. In commenting on this "apple-lobbying,"
the A lbuquerque Journal-Democrat stated, "Mr. Simpson and his associates argue that the senator who can refuse to vote for admission of
New Mexico, after eating half a dozen of the Pecos Valley apples, can
scarce be human." In.the end, jointure failed to pass. 22
Simpson presided over the first annual banquet of the Roswell
Chamber of Commerce on 22 January 1903, at the Grand Central Hotel.
He continued to be active with the Chamber of Commerce for most of
his tenure in Roswell, and was re-elected president in June 1903. That
fall, the Chamber sent out the second "Roswell car," with large banners and a painting of an Artesian well on each side. A crowd of hundreds saw the car off on 15 September. This practice was continued for
several years. 23
As long as he lived in Southeast New Mexico, Simpson never
stopped getting involved in the business and civic life of the area. When
the Roswell National Bank, the town's third, was started in the spring
of 1903, Simpson was one of the stockholders. Likewise when the
Record Publishing Company decided to incorporate following the sudden death of the popular editor, Harvey F. M. Bear, in January 1905,
Simpson was one of the incorporators. On the other hand, reports in
1902 that Simpson was promoting a company to build a water-powered
electric light plant in Roswell cannot be substantiated. As president of
the Chamber of Commerce, however, he may have been helping C. W.
Haynes, who was, in fact, building a plant at the time on the North Spring
River in Roswell. 24
Simpson was in great demand locally as a public speaker. A new
organization, the Chaves County Horticultural Society, held a "Farmer's
Institute" in early March 1903. Simpson was asked to speak on "Products of the Pecos Valley"; he also spoke about the dangers of thecodling moth and was appointed to a committee to lobby the territorial
legislature to take action to keep the moth and other pests out of New
Mexico's orchards. 25
On Labor Day in 1903, Roswell staged a big celebration complete
with a parade, followed by food, speeches, and entertainment on the
courthouse lawn. Simpson was one of the speakers and was "happily
received." When the second annual banquet of the Chamber of Commerce was held in February 1904, Simpson, as president, was again the
toastmaster. The Roswell Record reported that he "opened the speeches
in his usual witty and able style."26
The Roswell newspapers had little to say about the Simpson's participation in the social life of Roswell. No mention of church or fraternal activity has surfaced, although Simpson was apparently a Mason.
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There is little doubt, however, that the Simpsons were accepted warmly
into the community. The Simpsons attended a Grand Ball at the Opera
House in Roswell on 23 October 1903. The ball was described as one of
the largest social functions ever given in Roswell. Diggs states:
The new friends in the village of Roswell took Jerry
Simpson to their hearts; there as elsewhere, he was a
beloved and honored citizen. His wit sparkled and his
humor glowed for the pleasure of this small circle as
unstintedly as for his larger audience on the national
stage at Washington. 27
Simpson became a major influence in advertising Roswell and the
Pecos Valley to the rest of the country, especially in the Middle West
where he frequently spoke at various functions. For example, when he
traveled to Kansas City to speak to a cattlemen's convention in January
1903, he took along copies of a special promotional edition of the Roswell
Record in order to "do missionary work for Roswell and the Pecos Valley." In March of the same year, he was in Wichita for a Citizen's convention. The Wichita Beacon reported that Simpson claimed Roswell
would be as big as Wichita in ten to fifteen years and would doubtlessly
become the largest city in New Mexico. He also pointed out that land
values had increased from $3.00 per acre to $15.00 per acre in three
years. 28
Sometimes the Middle Westerners visited the Pecos Valley. On 19
May 1903, a party of sixty-five from the Kansas City Commercial Club
visited Roswell at the invitation of Simpson as president of the Chamber of Commerce and Judge G. A. Richardson as president of the Roswell
Club. Simpson hosted the group, and, as usual, they were duly impressed
with the people and the resources of the Pecos Valley. 29
Another party of Middle Westerners visited Roswell in late October
1903. This group was made up of congressmen and other politicians,
together with newspapermen, all from the Chicago area. William
Randolph Hearst, who was hoping to be nominated for president. was
scheduled to be with the group but had to leave the train at El Paso to
handle a business crisis. There were five palace cars filled with visitors,
apparently in an effort to counteract Senator Beveridge's failure to visit
the Pecos Valley a year earlier. Simpson's entertaining wit and humor
were so popular with the visitors that they did not want him to leave the
train. In response to popular demand, he stayed on the train until it
reached Amarillo, Texas. 3o
Much has been said and written about Simpson's humor, but examples of it are .rather rare. However, the Roswell Record did relate some
of the "jokes" that were so popular with the Chicago visitors. One was
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a reference to the Temptation of Christ: "If the Devil had brought the
Lord to the Capitan Mountains when he tempted Him, and had shown
Him the Pecos Valley and made the same offer, divine history would
have been different!" He went on to say that the Devil was nervy to
offer to give away the whole world when he did not own a foot of it or
even hold an option on it. "The Devil was the first real estate agent and
I am in the same business!"31
On 27 October 1903, two carloads of "homeseekers" from Iowa and
Illinois arrived in Roswell. The party of thirty-five was taken to Jerry
Simpson's office, where five carriages were waiting to take them on a
tour of area farms and orchards. The party was in the charge of the Santa
Fe Railroad's immigration agent, and Simpson may have had a contract
with the railroad to help settle the Pecos Valley. 32
The homeseekers' party illustrates the way that many aspects of
Simpson's work were begininning to come together. His visits to the
Middle West, his entertaining public speeches, his recruiting of land
buyers for the Pecos Valley, his hosting of visiting parties from the
Middle West-all of these elements were combining to put Simpson into
the "land and immigration" business.
In January 1904, Simpson entered into a partnership with Charles
W. DeFreest to form "Simpson & DeFreest," a land and immigration
company. Their office was located in Roswell's "Oklahoma Block," the
east side of Main Street between Third and Fourth Streets. In addition
to the real estate business, the company also made loans. An advertisement in the Roswell Record indicates that they also bought fruit trees
by the carload and sold them for nine cents each, noting that DeFreest
and his former partner, John Richey, had sold 100,000 trees in 1903. 33
The firm of Richey & DeFreest was replaced by Simpson's new
partnership, but Richey remained with the firm. Richey moved to Artesia
and was assigned to handle the company's business in the lower Pecos
Valley. Simpson's role in the new arrangement was to travel to the Middle
West and recruit homeseekers to come to the Pecos Valley with a biweekly excursion train to view lands that were available. Speaking tours
of the Middle West were nothing new to Simpson. 34
Simpson's recruiting tours in the interest of the land business usually took him away from Roswell for weeks at a time. His lectures were
billed ahead as if he were an entertainer-which in large measure he
was-and he lectured five nights a week on the virtues of the Pecos
Valley. His lectures were illustrated with a Magic Lantern slide projector. According to the Roswell Register, "his fame drew the audiences,
and his ability as an entertainer did the rest." His talks were filled with
his original and interesting sayings, and his folksy style drew thousands
of listeners. From these he recruited prospects to view the lands that his
company had for sale in the Pecos Valley.35
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The excursions of Simpson & DeFreest usually numbered about
thiity-five men, but many times they were smaller. There were several
other outfits engaged in the land and immigration business in the Pecos
Valley. The largest of these by far was C. L. Talmadge's Southwestern
Lands, which often brought in two hundred or more homeseekers at a
time. Many present-day Pecos Valley families can trace their local origins back to the land and immigration movement of the early years of
the twentieth century.
Simpson's partnership with DeFreest continued for about a year,
and he was very diligent in recruiting home seekers. The Wichita Beacon, for example, reported that he stopped in Topeka on his way to
Chicago to recruit customers in March 1904. The Roswell Record described his return after several weeks in Missouri and Kansas; Simpson
reported a "glorious trip" and that money was plentiful in those states.
The Roswell Record noted that he did not visit his old home nor his old
congressional district, where he was "given the name of 'Sockless' Jerry,
which will ding to him until he is planted in the Pecos Valley. "36
In September 1904, Simpson entered into a second partnership in
the immigration business, this time with W. E. Thompson of Thompson
& Cook, with offices in the Eddy County town of Lakewood. This firm
was separate from Simpson's partnership with DeFreest, and it is not
clear how Simpson coordinated his work for the two companies-and
perhaps others as well. Thompson & Cook's first excursion train arrived in the Pecos Valley on 29 September from Galesburg, Illinios, where
the firm had established an office, along with other offices in Kirkwood
and Monmouth. A third firm, Western Land and Immigration Company,
. sent an excursion to Roswell which arrived on 2 March 1905. Simpson
had traveled to Chicago in order to accompany the excursion. 'According to the Roswell Register, while in Chicago Simpson had been "looking after his real estate business and his reputation as an afternoon
speaker. He delivered his address at a banquet held as a celebration of
the publication of Henry George's great work on the Single Tax."37
A major development in Simpson's business took place in February 1905. His failing health probably was a factor in the dissolution of
Simpson & DeFreest and the formation ofa new company, the DeFreestDraper Land Company; W. R. Draper was in charge of the Chicago office; and DeFreest, who had secured an appointment as immigration
agent for the Santa Fe Railroad, was in charge of the Roswell office.
Simpson's part was to contiime his lecture tours and to personally con- .
duct the excursions, "which are to be run twice a month, and the company will have its own cars." Simpson left Roswell on 12 March for
Chicago and Galesburg to accompany an excursion. The company employed agents to travel through the North with literature, stereopticon
views, and pictures, all advertising the Pecos Valley from Roswell to
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Lakewood. The DeFreest-Draper excursion had thirty-four people in one
coach, in the same train with five Talmadge coaches, "the largest party
that has come to the Pecos Valley on one train in many months."38
Although one source states that Simpson's health problems were
"pronounced hopeless" about April 1905, the Roswell newspapers reported that he accompanied an excursion for DeFreest-Draper on 23
April; he left Roswell for Illinios on 7 May and returned with fifteen
prospective land buyers on 25 May. Whether or not this was the end of
Simpson's immigration work is undetermined, but no further activity
was reported by the Roswell newspapers. 39
Some newspaper editors outside of New Mexico Territory, and some
in the Territory, took the position that Jerry Simpson was in New Mexico
only temporarily for his health and was waiting for the opportune moment to get back into politics. Evidence shows, however, that he was
fully involved in the affairs of Roswell, the Pecos Valley, and New
Mexico Territory. Until near the end, his energy never flagged as he continued to travel and make public appearances before a considerable variety of organizations, not only in New Mexico but also throughout the
Middle West.
On 19 December 1903, Simpson presided over two meetings held at
the Chaves County Courthouse in response to the U.S. Reclamation
Service's request for the potential users of the Rio Hondo Reservoir
water to organize, so that the federal officials could deal with the organization instead of with each farmer individually. When the Rio Hondo
Reservoir Water Users' Association was created, Simpson was elected
to the board of directors. The articles of incorporation for the association were filed with the territorial secretary on 20 June 1904. 40
In the long run, the Hondo Project was not successful. The federal
government, against the advice of its own engineers, who noted that
sinkholes in the area would drain the water from the reservoir, proceeded
to build six small dams around a natural basin. The dams and a distribution system were completed in August 1996. Some water was collected, and some land was irrigated from about 1907 through 1916, but
the amount of water did not measure up to expectations. The project
was eventually abandoned, and on 3 November 1921, the U.S. Reclamation Service released some ninety tracts of land that were under the
project. 41
Although he was very much occupied with his business, Simpson
continued to speak at functions in the area. Several speeches in 1904
were in a patriotic vein. He addressed the Camp Valverde United Confederate Veterans in Roswell at the Chaves County Courthouse on 7
May. He spoke at the Fourth of July festivities in the neighboring town
of Hagerman. On 27 July, he delivered an address to the Camp Stonewall Jackson United Confederate Veterans at Canyon City, Texas, and
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spoke at a farmers' barbecue in nearby Elida on 18 August. Finally,
Simpson made a major speech on Labor Day in Amarillo. The Amarillo
Herald's description gives some insight into Simpson as a public
speaker:
There is nothing spasmodic in Jerry Simpson's manner
ofspeech.'Always calm, kind, clear, audible, and logical, [with] points plain and easily assimilated; he is convincing in a degree equalled by few speakers of the
country. His humor is always apropos and exceedingly
wholesome and restful. His repartee is ready and sufficient. He invites interruptions, declaring interruption is
the life of him, and his replies are as enjoyable to the
questioner as they are satisfactory to the audience. Mr.
Simpson is truly at home in political economy, making
·labor, capital, politics, and morality correlate with true
Christianity-brotherhood and fatherhood. 42
The Roswell Club, which was primarily a social and civic organization, held a big meeting on 16 December 1904, to consider changing the
name to "Roswell Commercial Club" and to become more involved in
the economic development of Roswell. Jerry Simpson was asked to address the meeting, and he endorsed the changes; the new name and focus were adopted. The club then named Simpson, along with Dr. J. W.
Kinsinger and H. R. Morrow, to a committee to negotiate with a St. Louis
organization about locating a proposed tuberculosis sanitarium in
Roswell. The committee met in St. Louis with the National Fraternal
Sanitarium Committee on 22 and 23 December and was encouraged by
the response. The National Committee visited the Roswell area on 2 and
3 March 1905, and Simpson told them that he would offer proof that the
Pecos Valley was "the long lost Garden of Eden." The National Committee seemed impressed with the climate, resources, and other qualities of the Roswell area. The Roswell Register reported on 21 April,
however, that the sanitarium apparently would be established in the
Montezuma Hotel near Las Vegas, although the final decision had not
been made. 43
Despite his considerable involvement in business and civic affairs,
it was in the arena of politics that Simpson aroused the most interest.
Over three years after he left Congress, the New York Sun averred that
Simpson had an "evil twin" who was a wealthy Republican plutocrat
who did everything he could to discredit the "authentic Jerry." The writer
of the article, apparently unaware that Simpson had moved to New
Mexico, concluded that the "modern Jerry" ought to be "denounced by
democratic and populist platforms of Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and
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Nebraska."44 William E. Curtis of the Chicago Record-Hera/d, who did
know that Simpson was living in New Mexico, wrote in 1902 during the
statehood debate, "One of the most serious objections to New Mexico
statehood is the danger of bringing Jerry Simpson back into politics!"45
The same idea was set forth in the Denver News a few months later. The
Chicago writer erroneously stated that Simpson was editing a newspaper in the Pecos Valley and practicing law and politics on the side. He
concluded, "Simpson moved down the Santa Fe Trail and has been quite
successful. Like millions of others, he has quit Populism and is a fullfledged Democrat, with senatorial aspirations. "46
The notion that Simpson would like to be a United States Senator
, from New Mexico if and when the Territory achieved statehood apparently was widely held. In January 1903, the E/ Paso News stated, "Jerry
Simpson no longer regards himself seriously as a statesman, but he
doubtless has an eye ready to see a political graft in New Mexico if an
office goes chasing after has-beens from Kansas, one of which he is."
Simpson himself disavowed any such aspirations. 47
During one of his many forays into the Middle West, Simpson told
the Wichita Beacon in March 1904, "There is no such thing as politics
in the Pecos Valley. I have no designs on the U. S. Senate when the territory becomes a state." He went on to give one of his folksy truisms:
"Politics is something like horse racing, in that a man cannot trifle with
it unless he is rich. "48
In reality, Simpson got involved in politics soon after arriving in
New Mexico. At the Chaves County Democratic Convention, held at
the courthouse in Roswell on 3 September 1902, the delegates unanimously requested Simpson to address the convention. The Roswell
Record reported that he spoke "upon the issues of the day," and the
editor commented in his column "Judging from his remarks at the county
convention Wednesday, your Uncle Jerry Simpson has not retired from
thinking, if he has retired from politics. "49
Two years later when the next election year arrived, Simpson was
in the thick of local politics. He served as a delegate from the Fourth
Ward to the county convention in April 1904. The county convention
chose him as one of the delegates to the territorial convention to be
held in May in Silver City, but it seems unlikely that he attended, because of a business trip to the Middle West. 50
Behind the scenes, Democratic leaders began in 1903 to urge
Simpson to run for the Democratic nomination for Territorial Delegate
to Congress. After conferring with the Democratic leadership in Chaves
County and the other counties in Southeast New Mexico, he finally made
the decision to offer himself for the nomination. The Roswell Daily
Record made the official announcement on II' August 1904. The newspaper was very enthusiastic in its support of Simpson's candidacy, cit-
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ing'his experience in Congress, his acquaintance with n'ationalleaders,
and his ability to achieve his goals as reasons that he would make the
best Democratic candidate to defeat incumbent Rodey, and the best
possible delegate to represent New Mexico Territory in the national capital. "Even the Republicans admit that Simpson, if nominated, will be a
winner." When the Democrats of Chaves County held their convention
on 20 August, they unanimously endorsed Simpson's candidacy. The
other counties in the area-Eddy, Roosevelt, and Lincoln-all did likewise. 51
Unfortunately for Simpson, the enthusiasm for his nomination
among Democrats of Southeast New Mexico did not spread throughout
the rest of New Mexico Territory. The 1904 territorial convention was
held in Las Vegas in early September, where Simpson was defeated by
George P. Money by a vote of II? to 36. Money was a 36-year-old attorney from Las Vegas, resident of New Mexico Territory for twelve years,
and the son of U.S·. Senator H. D. Money from Mississippi. 52
What happened to Simpson's candidacy? The conclusion of the
Roswell Record was that he entered the contest too late. By the time
Simpson announced his candidacy, most of the Democratic leaders out. side of Southeast New Mexico had virtually agreed on Money as their
candidate. By waiting until less that a month before the convention to
announce his candidacy, Simpson could not overcome the predisposition toward Money. Another factor in Simpson's defeat was simply that,
as famous as he was, he was not well known to the Democrats outside
of Southeast New Mexico. The convention, however, was very cordial
to Simpson. Twice by formal vote the delegates invited him to speak;
the enthusiasm the addresses received was very gratifying to Simpson
and his supporters. The Roswell Record allowed that now that the Democrats of New Mexico knew Simpson, "in the future he will be one of the
strong factors of the party." At the convention, Simpson moved that a
vote for Money be made-unanimous. He recognized Money as a worthy
candidate and supported him and the entire Democratic ticket and platform. 53
During the week preceding the November election in 1905, Simpson
spoke to large Democratic rallies in the Pecos Valley. On Monday, 30
October, he spoke to a large and enthusiastic crowd in Carlsbad. Many
were turned away from the packed house. Some of those who heard the
speech stated that it was the best speech that had been given in the Pecos
Valley for years. The next night, Simpson spoke to a similar rally at the
courthouse in Roswell. The house was packed, standing-room-only, and
some were unable to gain admittance-and this despite inclement
weather. The Roswell newspapers stated a "larger and more enthusias.tic audience never before gathered in the court room than that of last
night." Money had originally been scheduled to speak, but there was
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little doubt that'the crowd came to hear Simpson. It had been announced'
earlier on the streets that Money would not be present, and Simpson's
explanation for his absence was, "The railroad furnishes a special car
for the. Republican candidate, but when the Democratic candidate wants
to make a date the regular trains never connect. That is why Money is
not here tonight. "54
After a short speech by George F. Ellis of Portales, Democratic candidate for the legislature, Chaves County Chairman W. T. Wells introduced Jerry Simpson. Simpson proceeded to speak for two hours to the
audience of about a hundred that was "packed like sardines, but during
the entire address not a man left the room." He was in top form in terms
of his wit, humor, logic, satire, and invective, according to the Roswell
Record. He spoke about the history of the two major parties, the tariff,
and the infamous Northern Securities case which was in the federal
courts at the time. Turning to territorial affairs, "he skinned [Republican candidate for delegate W. H.] Andrews and [Governor Miguel A.I
Otero sleek-and clean"and then "paid a high eulogy to Hon. George P.
Money... " Simpson apologized to any Republicans present, stating
that sometimes it was necessary to "jar" them into thinking along correct lines. He concluded by saying, "And now I have tried to give you
'the gospel according to Jeremiah. "'55
The Republicans won by a landslide in the 1904 elections. Money
came in second in the three-man race for delegate. Rodey, the incumbent, lost favor with the Republicans and failed to secure the nomination. They nominated W. H. Andrews, who won with a plurality of over
five thousand votes. Money carried nine counties; Rodey ran as an independent Republican but failed to carry any counties. The campaign
of 1904 marked the true end of Simpson's political career. 56
As explained above, Simpson moved to New Mexico in 1902 for
health reasons, probably tuberculosis. He continued to be quite active,
however, in business, civic affairs, and politics. During the political campaign of 1904, Simpson was stricken with heart problems. Although his
. health was failing, he continued to work in the immigration business
and to help his son look after the stock farm through the spring of 1905 57
Simpson's heart condition continued to worsen during the summer
of 1905, and he left Roswell by train on 7 September to go to Wichita
for treatment. He was very low when he left New Mexico, but the excitement of the trip seemed to have revived him somewhat. He entered
St. Francis Hospital in Wichita, where his health continued to deteriorate. By October 12, he was having difficulty eating because of a contracted esophagus, but he was able to sit in an "invalid chair" for part of
the day. For the next ten days, he hovered between life and death, with
the "end having been looked for almost hourly. "58
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Finally, at 6:05 on the morning of 23 October, Simpson expired.
The cause of death was given as "aneurism of the heart." His wife, Jane,
and their son Lester, were with himat the end. His funeral was held on
25 October at the Scottish Rite Temple in Wichita. The full ritual of the
thirty-second degree was used, and the funeral oration was delivered by
Congressmen Victor Murdock, who as a young reporter had invented
the nickname "Sockless Jerry." The music for the service was provided
by a quartet from the Appollo Club. The body was taken to Maple Grove
Cemetery for burial, where the burial service of the Blue Lodge was
recited at the graveside. 59
A large volume of tributes and other expressions of sympathy were
sent to Jane Simpson and to Kansas newspapers, as befitted a man of
Jerry Simpson's stature. Many of the testimonials of prominent politicians and others were reprinted in the Roswell newspapers. Perhaps one
of the most poignant testi monials was that of his former busi ness partner, Charles W. DeFreest of Roswell. In part it read:
[Simpson] was one of the most companiable men with
whom I have ever had the pleasure of associating. Generous to a fault, magnan'imous in spirit and action, he
was always willing to respond to the occasion. My association with him in the Land and Immigration business, extending over a considerable period of time, was
a great education for me. I shall always look back and
remember with pleasure, the period in which we strove
together in directing and bringing people to the Pecos
Valley. 60
One of Simpson's closest friends while he lived in Roswell was Judge
W. W. Gatewood, whose testimony was carried in the Roswell Record
and included in the Diggs biography.
He was a diamond, not in the rough, for by self-culture
he had made himselfa polished gentleman... The writer
knew Jerry Simpson as a man, as an aquaintance, and
last but best of all, as a warm personal friend. His life
was much that every father should wish his son to become. In his business life he was faithful, honest, and
true. In a word, Jerry Simpson, from first to last, was
an hO'nest man-the noblest work of God. 61
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The editor of the Roswell Record also wrote his own tribute to
Simpson:
Not for the honors he had won in the past nor for high
office once held, but for his everyday personality as a
neighbor and private citizen, his leadership and earnest
efforts in presenting to the world the advantages ofthe
valley which he chose for spending his declining years
in peaceful simplicity of living, the city of Roswell and
the Pecos Valley sincerely mourns the death of Jerry
Simpson, a good and useful man. Unspoiled by success,
dignified and determined enough on occasion, he was
childlike in his frank enjoyment of the simplest relations. Everybody called him by his first name, and yet
he was none the less respected. It was not a vulgar familiarity that caused his friends to refer to him as "Our
Jerry." It was rather like the parental pride whose heart
with love in contemplating the achievements of "our
boy"-cherished by the humble fireside, and looked
upon with wonder and admiration in the halls of the
great. 62
A tribute that was reported in the Roswell Register was spoken by
"the old white haired and white bearded Mexican who was the servant
of the late Jerry Simpson during his residence here." Upon being made
to understand that Simpson was dead, the old man, who spoke no English, raised his right arm and said, "Sf Senor. Jerry Simpson {era} buen
hombre.". He then burst into tears. The newspapers proclaimed, "This
simple eulogy was as sincere and eloquent as any ever spoken. "63
Simpson's will, which is in the probate records on file in the Chaves
County Courthouse in Roswell, is very simple. He made the will in
Wichita on 15 April 1901; it states, "I hereby will and bequeath all my
property, personal and real, in accordance with the laws of the state of
Kansas," Le., the widow would receive half and the children, half. Lester
was their only child. The will was probated in January 1906, and no
administrator was appointed. Simpson's estate was valued at $10,000
and consisted primarily of the house and lots in Roswell and the halfsection stock farm south of town. 64
Jane Simpson's loss of her husband was compounded by the loss
of her mother. She left Wichita the day after his funeral to go to the
bedside of her mother in Christ's Hospital in Topeka. The eighty-twoyear-old woman, a resident of Holton, died soon after Mrs. Simpson
reached her side. Mrs. Simpson arrived back in Roswell on 9 November
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to close up her affairs. She announced that she had brought property in
Wichita and would live there; she planned to sell her Chaves County
holdings as soon as it could be done prudently.6s
A few years after Simpson's death, Jane Simpson commissioned
Annie L. Diggs to write The Story ofJerry Simpson, which Mrs. Simpson
herself privately published in 1908. The book is lacking in many facts
and specifics and is a rather visionary treatment of Simpson's life and
career. Diggs was a fiery orator for the Populist cause, and the book is
to a great extent an elaboration of Populism. The frontispiece of the
book is a portrait of Simpson which was made at Frost's Studios sometime while he lived in Roswell. 66
Lester and Gertie Simpson also left Chaves County soon after the
death of Lester's father. They moved to Lipsomb County in the Texas
Panhandle, which was Gertie's original home. Lester and his mother
maintained an interest in various tracts of land in Chaves County for a
number of years, possibly as late as 1921. 67
The New Mexico years of Jerry Simpson's life were not just an interim between his "real" career in Kansas and the end of his life. Although his family left New Mexico after his death, Simpson was fully
involved in the economic, civic, political, and social life of New Mexico
while he lived in Roswell, from 1902 to 1905. The satisfaction which he
derived from helping people find new homes in the Pecos Valley made
a fitting finale to his life's work. 68
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Book Reviews

Frontier Defense in the Civil War: Texas' Rangers and Rebels. By David
Paul Smith. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1992. xiv + 237
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Any discussion of the Confederate military effort in the Civil War usually concerns campaigns against Union armies east of the Mississippi River.
The purpose of David Paul Smith's volume is to explore an exception to the
Confederacy's primary military task in the East, the defense of the 400-mile
Texas frontier against warlike Comanches and Kiowas. The author holds the
doctorate in history from the University of North Texas (Denton) and teaches
history in the public schools in Dallas, Texas.
Although the Confederate Government agreed to allocate one unit to the
defense of the Texas frontier, the First Regiment, Texas Mounted Rifleman,
the legislature in Austin quickly concluded that this force was inadequate. In
January 1862, the Texans raised a locaily-funded force, the Frontier Regiment. When Indian raids increased, each county along the frontier was also
required to raise minutemen (Rangers) as well. When all formal efforts failed
to discourage the native predators, the frontier residents simply "forted up"
and defended themselves. Both state and Rebel regiments sufTered from shortages of men, money, and supplies, and jurisdictional squabbles between the
two regimes prevented close c·ooperation. To justify withholding some military resources from the Confederacy in order .to fight the Indians, the Texans
employed the doctrine of States Rights. As the Civil War progressed, the
meager Rebel forces were sometimes diverted from the frontier to meet the
threat of Union invaders and to police northeastern Texas against new, and
embarrassing, problem: draft dodgers and deserters from the Confederate
Army, as well as, suspected Union Leaguers, guerrillas, and white outlaws.
The primary focus of much of the activity against the Indians and this new
threat lay in the Confederacy's Northe'rn Sub-District of Texas, which bordered upon the troublesome Indian Territory. By 1864, the Texans felt compelled to establish an additional military force, the Frontier Organizations,
and to assign if to defend "three newly created Frontier Districts" (p. 92).
While these districts were state responsibilities, at least one of them encroached ullon the Confederate Northern Sub-District. Although the military
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authorities in Richmond were perhaps correct in regarding the Indian problems as a minor distraction, the citizens of the Lone Star State profoundly
disagreed. When officers and men of the Confederate Army surrendered in
the spring of 1865, the inhabitants of the Texas frontier were constrained to
continue their vigil against the nomadic Indian raiders.
This detailed volume fills a void in the historical literature about the
Civil War. Since the sources were scattered and fragmentary, historians have
hesitated to perform the labor necessary to complete such a work. David
Paul Smith has researched his subject thoroughly, to include the pertinent
collections in the National Archives. While this book might be of interest
primarily to local or regional readers, it should attract a wider scholarly audience. The necessity to defend the Texas frontier against roving Indians,
however minor a problems to Richmond, presented a test case for the
Confederacy's willingness-or inability-to defend its realm and to command
the complete loyalty of the member states. In this instance, President Jefferson
Davis's regime failed. One area where some clarification would be of assistance concerns the relationship, if any, between the Confederate responsibility to defend the Texas Indian frontier and its problems farther west, in
Arizona Territory. The maps, appendices, and full endnotes also contribute
to this book.
Larry D. Ball
Arkansas State University

Indigenous Rulers: An Ethnohistory of Town Government in Colonial
Cuernavaca. By Robert Haskett. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1991. xii + 294 pp. Illustrations, map, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50 cloth, $17.50 paper.)

In recent years there has been an accumulation of valuable regional studies on social history of colonial Mexico. These studies have revealed much
about the dynamics of relationships in conquest/colonial settings: the tenacity of institutions, behaviors, and beliefs; the changing relations among indigenous peoples themselves; the processes of cultural adaptation and
blending; and the importance of considering regional variations in these patterns and processes.
Indigenous Rulers, by Robert Haskett, contributes a stimulating and datarich study of Curenavaca to this growing body of regional histories. Although
the book focuses on the structure and operation of town government in colonial Curenavaca, a wide array of cultural and social matters are nicely woven
in, including rules of kinship and marriage, concepts of ethnicity, and notions of property and material culture. Nonetheless, the emphasis is on political institutions and processes, with detailed examinations of electoral
procedures, cabildo structure, town tribute and finances, litigation, types of
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officers and their duties, and career patterns of selected officials. In these
discussions, Haskett moves gracefully from the general to the specific and
back again, carefully documenting his presentation with an impressive amount
of archival research.
True to its title, the book focuses on elite actions: elites as electors and
officeholders, elites as principals in disputes and factions, elites as intermediaries between native and introduced lifeways. This focus derives primarily
from the nature of the ethnohistoric sources, which emphasized elite roles
and activities over those of commoners. But this emphasis on the nobility
also corresponds with the book's conceptual thrust: that the native elites were
pivotal actors on an animated colonial stage. Haskett very clearly sees the
dynamic role of indigenous elites in the contact situation-in his own words,
"These were resilient, resourceful people; they were not simply demoralized
or culturally bankrupt imitators of their conquerors' society" (p. 195) But
the situation was traumatic and the processes of cultural continuity, accommodation, and adaptation were indeed complicated. Haskett carefully elucidates areas of indigenous cultural tenacity along with differing degrees and
types of cultural syncretism.
This is in no wayan impersonal rendering of the functioning of political
institutions-indeed at points the book leaps to life through in-depth views
of real individuals, following the careers of particu'larly well-documented
town officials or deciphering especially juicy personal and factional disputes.
Throughout, Haskett clearly distinguishes between ideal rules/expectations
and the reality of personal actions-roles were repeatedly redefined, rules
were stretched and broken, individuals did the unexpected. In all, Indigenous Rulers artfully combines meticulous and insightful scholarship with
comfortable 'readability and interesting personal histories.
Frances F. Berdan
California Stare University, San Bernardino

Anasazi and Pueblo Painting. By J. J. Brody (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1991. xiv + 191 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $36.00.)
In his preface to this book, the author states emphatically that he is an
art historian, not an anthropologist, and that he has written art history, not
anthropology, in this work. I cannot agree, but I am willing to compromise
and to judge the product of his labors as an interdisciplinary undertaking of
a high order. Having held a position as director of an anthropology museum
for many years, Brody is no mere dabbler in the science of the human species.
He does bring to the subject knowledge of the history and techniques of
painting not possessed by the average anthropologist. This background allows him to show how tribal arts have gained recognition and status in the
thinking of scholars in our own society, and to access the technical and aesthetic qualities of the paintings he has studied in a variety of ways for insights that would not otherwise 'be possible.
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He also brings to his work an ability to use anthropological data and
theory critically and responsibly, in a manner that some professional anthropologists might, or at least should, envy. His opinion, that the inference that
the practice of shamanism can be identified on the basis of rock art is deficient, is a sound application of anthropology, that is long overdue in the
professional literature. He is commendably cautious in reading function into
rock art, concluding that the only purpose of the art of which we can be sure
is the pleasure it gave the artists, leaving open the possibility that any social
function was entirely fortuitous.
The remarkable achievements of the Pueblo people in the kiva mural art
Of Pueblo IV period (A.D. 1300-1600) are seen as a development that cannot
be readily explained in historical terms, but which Brody feels can be best
understood in terms of anthropological theory. While I feel that he may push
his application of structuralist theory a bit further than I would be inclined to
do, he does so in a fully professional manner. On the other hand, his suggestion, that the artists who painted the kiva murals were specialists who received training of some sort, is an insight that clearly derives from his
background in art history, but one that is significant for an anthropological
understanding of the paintings.
As befits a book on art, the illustrations are numerous, many never published previously and others from the sources that are not easy to find. All
are well chosen to go with the text. A few suffer from lack of contrast, but
most reproduced very well.
The book is not only enlightening account of the graphic arts in Anasazi
and Pueblo history which identifies what is known and what remains to be
learned, but an outstanding example of what an interdisciplinary study should
be.
David M. Brugge
Albuquerque. New Mexico

B. Traven: A Vision of Mexico. By Heidi Zogbaum (Wilmington, Delaware:
Scholarly Resources, 1992. xxiii + 255 pp. Map, notes, bibliography, index.
$24.95.)
During the latter part of his life B. Traven, the anarchist author of a
. series of popular adventure novels set in Mexico, became so preoccupied
with secrecy that he "created an effective smoke screen around his identity,"
(xv) a smoke screen that left his life in the years in which he wrote on Mexico
(1924-1940) particularly obscure. In this biography of Traven, Heidi
Zogbaum's goal is to shed light on these years by examining the only facts
with which Traven could not meddle, the historical circumstances in which
he lived and wrote. By doing so, she hopes to reconcile the emotional depth
she finds in his novels with the "cantankerous and self-important" (xvi) man
he became by the mid-1940s. It is her thesis that Traven's disillusionment
with the results of the Mexican Revolution of 1910-1920 explains this change.
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Zogbaum does a good job of showing us the politics of radical labor in
Tampico during the mid-1920s, and how Travern, newly arrived from Germany, became a Mexican nationalist under the influence of this labor activity. Later in the decade she travels south with him to Chiapas, and describes
post-revolutionary working conditions in the logging camps there. These conditions, she argues convincingly, left Traven so disappointed with the revolutionary process that he eventually gave up writing altogether. Zogbaum's
provocative approach to her historical problems fails, however, because she
does not establish the relevance for Traven's life of much of the historical
details presents. Though part of this can be attributed to a sometimes unclear
writing style and to certain organizational difficulties, Zogbaum seems uninterested in Traven's life in Mexico City, in the school teacher he lived with,
or in the accusations of plagiarism that were levelled against him-all subjects that most biographers would explore more fully. In general, her work is
plagued by a lack of insight into the psychology of this peculiar man of many
contradictions, and even her basic premise-that there were two distinct
Travens to reconcile-seems weak. Traven was always secretive and idiosyncratic, discarding and adopting names throughout his life, and Zogbaum
does little to explain why.
Samuel Brunk
University of Nebraska
Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City. By Carolyn E. Tate. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1992. xiv + 306 pp. Illustrations, appendices,
map, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, jndex. $35.00.)
Yaxchilan is a monograph describing and analyzing the relief-carved
monuments and their context within the urban-scape of that ancient,
Precolumbian site. Divided into two parts, the first part provides an overview of ancient Maya society and aesthetics followed by an analysis, informed
by this overview, of the monumental imagery at Yaxchilan. The second part
is a corpus or catalogue of Yaxchilan's buildings and associated monuments.
Part One, "Maya by Design/ presents the author's considerable efforts
at understanding the larger issues of ceremony, city planning, aesthetics, artistry, royal iconographies, patronage, and history. For this reviewer, a major
contribution is the author's convincing discussion of the structure of the
ancient community, which effectively elicits more information about ancient
Maya life than just the concerns of the elite rulers, and, indeed, forms an
. important part of the author's reconstructed history. Another real contribution lies in the explanations for the iconographies of royal costume and regalia. In a field beset by iconographical jargon, here one is guided by careful
research into previous assessments and by persuasive contextual analysis.
The author's most singular contribution, "The City as a Solar Cosmogram,"
is the climax of Part One, and offers a structural explanation, based on empirical observation, for the deeper meanings behind the themes expressed by
the iconograph ies of royal power.

76

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1994

Part Two, "Description of the Site and Its Monuments," presents basic
information about the buildings of Yaxchilan and their associated monuments.
Its great value is in the detailing of such information as measurement, placement, dating, and glyphic texts, and that this is all brought together in one
publication. While Part One is interpretive, Part Two is a compendium of
fairly raw data, and as such, is very useful.
Except that they both deal with the monuments of Yaxchilan, the two
parts are not coherently connected. The second part, the corpus, makes almost no references to the material discussed in the first part, either in its text
.or in its organization (which is by building or structure number: Structure 1
and its monuments, followed by Structure 2, and so forth). And in reading
Part Two, one also realizes how few of Yaxchilan's monuments were actually
used to illustrate the interpretations of Part One.
In the end, however, the book is a successful and an admirable representation of Yaxchilan's ancient greatness. The author persuasively situates this
ancient city in the large arena of human history.

Flora S. Clancy
University of New Mexico

Hecho en Tejas: Texas-Mexican Folk Arts and Crafts. Edited by Joe S. Graham. (Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1992. xi + 357 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
Hecho en Tejas is as an eclectic a collection of essays on Tejano folk
culture as are the manifestations of that culture discussed in the book. Two
themes appear consistently, that many of the folk crafts discussed are slowly
dying out, and that Tejano folk culture is a panoply of usages deserving of
recognition.
Among the crafts featured are quilting, paper-flower making, ceramic
sculpture, musical-instrument making, and pinata making. The two essays by
Joe S. Graham, the editor, on vaquero crafts and saddlemakers are noteworthy. Perplexing, however, is the inclusion of his essay of the jacal as folk
house. Unlike the other essays in the book, it discusses a tradition that no
longer exists in Texas. May Anna Casstevens's article, "Randado: The Built
Environment of a Texas-Mexican Ranch," better demonstrates the continued
utility of Mexican adaptations to the South Texas environment.
A number of articles deal with folk practices that provide expression to
a continued separate ethnic identity among Tejanos. The practices of roadside crosses to mark tragic deaths, of devotional statuary both in yard niches
and home altars, and cemetery decoration are Catholic and Mexican at the
same time. Particularly effective is Cynthia L. Vidaurri's essay "Texas-Mexi-
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can Religious Folk Art in Robstown', Texas," which takes the reader from
public demonstrations of religiosity at the cemetery, through semi-public
expression in the front yard of the home, to private devotion at an in-door
altar.
Hecho en Tejas suffers from problems common to many collections. Considerable overlap occurs among some articles'" including repetition of material within adjoining articles. A number of minor but annoying errors should
have been noticed. For instance, Matehuala (not Motehuala) is not a Mexican
state (p. 118) but a municipality in the state of San Luis Potosi. More important is the absence of color plates. The large number of black and white photographs reproduced hardly does justice to a te~t that continually reminds us
of the colorfulness of the crafts being discussed. Ironically, the caption for
one of the figures asks the reader to note "the color of the paint" on the
grave markers pictured in the black and white photograph (p. 237).
Hecho en Tejas is a good survey of the richness of Texas-Mexican folk
culture. Sadly, it is also an endangered species list of many of them.
Jesus F. de la Teja
Southwest Texas State University

The Dispossession of the American Indian 1887-1934. By Janet A.
McDonnell. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991. viii + 163 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $20.00.)
This well-researched book addresses the divestment of tribal lands as
legislation forcibly changed the lives of American Indians: Using the Dawes
Land Allotment Act of 1887 as the benchmark of this irreversible transformation, Janet McDonnell has carefully analyzed the government allotment
policy and related legislation. The premise of this. national study suggests a
familiar view, presented by other historians-D.S. Otis, Frederick Hoxie,
. Angie Debo and others-that the federal government believed that "changing" the Indians' relationship with the land to that of the Anglo farmer or
rancher, and make them into civilized "individuals" with American citizenship. Politics and enormous losses of tribal lands, estimating eighty-six million acres from 1887 to 1934, plagued this land policy. Currently, American
Indian lands consist of 2.3 percent of the United States.
This overview of the. Dawes Act is not a complete examination of land
allotment, although it stresses the importance of bureaucratic policy impacting Indian people: Basically the author describes and analyzes the origin of
the legislation, its application and tragic results. The scope of this study be.gins with the federal effort to alter Indian tribalism to individualism in 1887
which ironically ended with the revitalization of native tribalism supported
by the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. Tremendous changes occurred in
the early twentieth century amidst a storm of social and cultural transitions.
McDonnell faults the paternalistic ineptitude of federal officials. These myopic bureaucrats whose inability to understand "Indian" life attempted to assimilate Native Americans into a culturally alien land system.
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McDonnell argues successfully that the allotment policy failed and resulted in fraud committed against Indian allottees. Even more, Indians and
their tribes became dependent on the federal government. The important questions of "why" and "how" the Dawes Act failed at a bureaucratic level are
addressed in this latest study of land policy. Furthermore, the author examines the poor federal administration of this legislation and how it led to the
shrinkage of the tribal land base.
This study of federal policy and politics surrounding Indian lands is a
timely publication, according to the author, as tribal communities and governments are rebuilding their land bases. As McDonnell reminds us, it is important to beware of the roots of the problems on the Indian land question
and its troubled history before true reform can occur. This book of land policy
is a necessary volume for readers of federal-Indian relations.
Donald L. Fixico
Western Michigan University

Banking in the American West: From the Gold Rush to Deregulation. By
Lynne Pierson Doti and Larry Schweikart. (Norman: University of Oklah'oma
Press, 1991. ix + 357 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $38.50.)

Doti and Schweikart do historians of the American West, especially those
in economic and business history, a great service. They bring together, in
one volume, their own extensive primary research and years of accumulated
secondary scholarship to profile the development and growth of banks in the
western states. They argue that the history of western banking differs from
trends in the East in that western banks existed as an integral part of the
community and gained prestige as solid institutions based on the personal
reputations of their founders. Most often merchants grew into the .role of
banker as their experience in business grew and word of their honest dealings spread. Bankers went to great lengths to project the image of a secure
and stable establishment by obtaining a sturdy safe, surrounding it with an
imposing vault and housing it in an impressive building.
The economic hardships of the late 1800s and the risky practices of some
bankers caused the financial community to regulate and professionalize itself. The period from 1913 to 1939 wrought numerous changes and challenges for western banking. Problems in the predominately agriculture states
had begun already in the 1920s, but despite the economic woes of the nation,
western bankers managed to survive the maelstrom in some states by being
permitted, under new regulations, to engage in branch banking and aggressive consolidation. World War II proved to be a time of tremendous growth
for the West, including its banks, which emerged as competitors on the national scene. The postwar boom allowed banks to expand more rapidly than
their counterparts in other areas of the country as they led the way in pro-
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moting the western region as ideal for residential and industrial growth. The
authors also outline the developments in banking during the last twenty years:
automated tellers, computer technology, foreign investment, bank cards, and
the S&L crisis.
The exclusion of Texas from their history seems odd, as does their assumption that all readers will readily understand all banking terms and concepts. The first half of the book provides an entertaining narrative, but needs
to be more firmly rooted in the wider historical context. Does the switch
from territorial status to statehood make itself felt in banking? What impact
did natural calamities, like the grasshopper plagues of the 1870s or the harsh
winters and droughts of the 1880s, have on the banking system? Occasionally uneven in the early portions, the authors reach their stride in discussing
twentieth century developments in western financial establishments. Despite
its rather minor flaws, Doti and Schweikart produce an important contribution to the history of the West.
Susanne Teepe Gaskins
Orange Coast College

Mexican Political Biographies, 1884-1935. By Roderic A. Camp. (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1991. xxix + 458 pp. Appendices, bibliography,
$75.00.)

Roderic Camp's most recent reference work is yet another important addition to his series on short biographies of Mexican political leaders, joining
his previous volume on the same theme covering the years 1935-1981. Both
volumes are indispensable to the researcher on modern Mexico.
The entries, numbering more than seven hundred, were chosen according to careful categories: presidents, cabinet secretaries, leading elected officials at the national level, governors, significant party functionaries, members
of the Supreme Court, state governors, and other politically prominent' figures. The information provided, wherever possible, includes data on birth
date and place, education, elective and party positions, governmental appointments, nongovernmental positions, military record, and' as much information on family relationships-parents, spouses, close friends and their
positions-as possible. A guide to additional sources is also included. Of
particular value is Camp's inclusion of information on significant political
clans, such as the Madero, Calles, and Cardenas families, whose influence
extends backward into this earlier time period and, in some cases, forward
into the present. This important data will make possible an analysis of the
significance over time of those' political families', as well as giving us a greater
understanding of the ties of Mexico's military and political leaders with other
groups, such as intellectuals and significant economic figures. Camp himself
intends to pursue such an analysis in' the future, and his conclusions are eagerly awaited by this reviewer.
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The value of the book is enhanced still further by the extensive appendices, in which Camp lists chronologically justices of the Supreme Court, Senators, federal deputies, the directors of national level departments and agencies,
ambassadors, state governors, and presidents. This information is not conveniently available in any other source, and its existence in one volume will
save hours of research for grateful scholars.
Linda B. Hall
University of New Me~ico

Myles Keogh: The Life and Legend of an "Irish Dragoon" in the Seventh
Cavalry. Edited by John P. Langellier, Kurt Hamilton Cox, and Brian C.
Pohanka. (EI Segundo, California: Upton and Sons, 1991. 206 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index, $75.00.)
Among the lore of the Battle of the Little Big Horn is the dramatic imagery of the dashing, Irish bachelor Captain Myles Keogh fighting valiantly
with George Armstrong Custer's command on that hot Sunday afternoon,
only to fall with his Company I on a southern approach to Custer Hill. Intriguing, too, that Keogh's horse Comanche survi ved the battle to be evermore jealously guarded by the Seventh Cavalry as their "sole survivor of the
massacre."
In this second century after the battle, interest in all-things Custer runs
unchecked, and it was not illogical that a conference be convened to examine, solely, the life and career of this gallant Irishman. Sponsored by the
Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum and prompted, doubtless, by their recent receipt of a trove of Keogh memorabilia, enthusiasts gathered in the
summer of 1990 to learn of the dashing cavalier's early years in Ireland and
Italy, of his Civil War service, of his romances, and of his death. Subsequently, each of these presentations and more appears in this attractive proceedings.
Perhaps the most telling statement explaining the Keogh phenomenon
appears in Elizabeth Lawrence's opening contribution on Comanche, "the
horse that conferred fame on his rider." Where other celebrated horses in
history, she writes, achieved hero status primarily through the fame of their
owner-riders, the intense interest in Keogh can be explained (and perhaps
justified) mainly because he rode Comanche (p. 23). Thereafter everything
else makes sense. Indeed, Keogh was a dashing Civil War cavalryman, but so
were thousands of others. Yes, he was a romantic knight in the post-war
Regulars, but he was never alone in that club. Fifteen commissioned officers
were killed at the little Big Horn, but only Keogh rode the horse that survived.
Each of the ten primary essays in this attractive volume is exceptionally
sound. We learn, generally, of Irishmen in the American army, of Keogh's
pre-emigration military service, of his faithful duty with the Seventh Cavalry, and all facets of his death and memorialization. Intriguing sidebars called
"Reconnaissances" explore additional, related topics such as Keogh's med-
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als, his penmanship, and his connections with the Seventh's famed regimental song, GarryOwen. The documentation throughout is comprehensive and
the illustrations numerous and impressive. Myles Keogh is an exemplary proceedings that deserves a place in all Custer and Western military collections.
Paul L. Hedren
National Park Service, Williston, North Dakota

Mill & Mine: The CF&I in the Twentieth Century. By H. Lee Scamehorn.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. x + 247 p.p. Illustrations, map,
appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50)
The story of the mining industry in the twentieth century is a void in the
history of the American West. Few books have been written about the inti·
mate relationship between the growth of modern society and the extraction
and reduction of mineral resources. With Mill & Mine, the story of the Colorado Fuel & Iron Company, the largest steel producer in the West from the
1890s through the 1980s, H. Lee Scamehorn partially bridges the gap.
In this favorable look at CF&I, Scamehorn divides the book into two
sections. In the first part, consisting of six chapters, he discusses the formation of the company, its domination by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the Coal
Miners' Strike of 1913-1914, Rockefeller's Industrial Representation Plan,
and the company towns and stores. In the second half of the book, chapters
seven through ten, Scamehorn delves into CF&I's role in the regional economy
from 1915 to 1989, highlighting managerial decisions related to labor, investment, application of new technology, and regional and national competition. This discussion illustrates the broad economic impact of CF&I on not
only Colorado, but New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, and Oklahoma as well.
The very strength of Scamehorn's book, an in-depth look at management decision-making, is also its greatest weakness. The narrow. focus that
provides insights into the growth and organization of the mos.! important steel
producer in the West, fails to take fully into account the exploitation of workers, as well as the environment. But to the author's credit, he makes it clear
from the beginning that this is a story of the "firm's important role in the
[economic 1 evol ution of the Colorado and the American West" (p. 1), and is
not focused on the negative aspects of its history such as the Ludlow Massacre. In addition, he shows the dependence of the company on various resources-coal, iron ore, and limestone-and how they were essential in
mining, milling, and smelting.
Mill and Mine is a good beginning toward a more complete view of west·
ern mining industry in the twentieth century. It provides a basic model for
discussing corporate industry in the West. Similar works are needed on copper, zinc, uranium, and other metals producers in the United States during
this century, especially after World War II.
Christopher Huggard
Fayeueville, Arkansas
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Being Comanche: A Social History of an American Indian Community. By
Morris W. Foster. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press? 1991. xvi + 230 pp.
Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
A native Oklahoman and currently a professor of anthropology at the
University of Oklahoma, Morris Foster began his study as a Yale graduate
student. From August 1984 to August 1986, he did extensive field work in
the Comanche country of southeastern Oklahoma. Foster has derived Being
Comanche from consultant interviews, observations of conversations at powwows, church meetings, political gatherings and other occasions, oral history interviews from the 1930s and 1960s, past ethnographic studies, archival
research, and the work of such historians as Elizabeth John, Rupert
Richardson, and William T. Hagan.
Foster is particularly interested in "the ways in which Comanches have
used social units and situations to organize their relationships with one another," and thus has "focused on ,accounts of their social arrangements" (p.
x). Like Loretta Fowler, Foster has examined the past and the present of a
relatively ignored Indian community. Indeed, Fowler's important work on
the Northern Arapahoes and Gros Ventres is acknowledge by the author. Both
scholars are ethnohistorians; they are among the relatively select group of
anthropologists who employ archival research as an integral part of their studIes.
After an initial chapter about the different approaches to the analysis of
Indian communities, Foster provides four chapters on the nomadic community (1706-1875), reservation community (1875-1901), postallotment community (1901-1941), and postwar community (1942-1990). He concludes his
book with a discussion of the consequences of Comanche life.
Foster tells us that there is much reason for pessimism and for hope
within the contemporary Comanche community. Being Comanche is an articulate, thoughtful, and thorough presentation of what Comanche society
has offered its members. Through his discussion of different forms of gathering,Morris Foster has made an important contribution to the literature.
This book deserves to be read carefully not only by students of Comanche
history but by all who share a common interest in the changing, enduring
people we call Indians.
Peter Iverson
Arizona State University
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Rebellion in the Borderlands: Anarchism and the Plan of San Diego, 19041923. By James A. Sandos. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992
xviii + 237 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
For far too long, historians have neglected the Plan de San Diego revolt.
This insurrection rivals similar twentieth century ethnic confrontations, yet
it is the only one that has significant international ramifications. The Plan de
San Diego revolt is a major episode in Mexican-American history. Although
U.S. or Texas history textbooks rarely mention it, the Plan de San Diego revolt will hopefully receive the attention it deserves.
This book contains many admirable achievements. James Sandos paints
a compelling portrait of Ricardo Flores Magan, a Mexican ideologue who
mobilized Mexican Americans to demand better treatment. Sandos bases many
of his conclusions upon a careful study of Regeneracion, the newspaper
Magan issued. Sandos also provides a very clear analysis of anarchism, a
difficult task in itself. Other scholars have studied the interaction between
Mexican anarchists and U.S. radicals, but never with the crispness displayed
by Sandos.
I am particularly impressed with the critical analysis of Magan. Others
have praised Mag6n excessively. But Sandos reveals Mag6n's inability to lead
the armed faction of his group, as well as his failure to tell the truth consistently. Sand os understands Magan's personal details, such as his sterility.
Similarly, Sand os sketches a helpful picture of the discontent that prevailed in south Texas from 1900 to 1920. Although his description of the
socioeconomic conditions is brief, Sandos provides a great service by including detailed descriptions of two critical leaders, Aniceto Pizana and Luis
de la Rosa. Similarly, Sand os accurately describes key Mexican figures, such
as Francisco Madero and Emiliano Nafarrate.
But Sandos is unable to outline effectively the movement's rank and file.
Even though the narrative refers occasionally to Mexican soldiers crossing
into Texas, Sandos insists that the revolt was indigenous and inspired by
Magan even though, as Sandos concedes, Magan did not respond once the
revolt broke out. Clearly Sandos sympathizes with the rebels. Perhaps for
that reason, Sandos seems surprised that Venustiano Carranza would restrain
the movement once he received de facto recognition from the Wilson regime.
Unfortunately, Sandos misunderstands Mexican participation in the revolt. That Carranza actually controlled it seems obvious to other scholars,
whom Sandos dismisses. Curiously, the author's research brings data into
the narrative that causes an alert reader to realize that Carranza directed the
revolt, mainly to obtain United States. recognition. Carranza was neither the
"doughty, aloof' (p. 55) leader Sand os portrays nor a captive of United States
interests. He had only episodic United States support because his nationalist
agenda was far different than Wilson's plans for Mexico.
In general, much of the book deals with the revolt only indirectly. Much
of it discusses Magan, events 'in Mexico's civil war, and other matters far
from the topic. Key events, shadowy intermediaries, and the actual fighting
make up the sma\ler portion of the book. Although Sandos confirms that the
revolt flared up during the Pershing expedition-hardly a coincidence-he
cannot accept the logic that renewed fighting would benefit Carranza in frus-
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trating the Pershing expedition. And even though the revolt blazed briefly in
1919, Sandos does not take the Plan de San Diego affair up to that date.
The book often resembles an incomplete jigsaw puzzle. Many of the crucial component~ for understanding the revolt are here, because of the author's
fine research in Mexico and Washington, D.C. But future scholars will require local Texas records, particularly judicial documents. A certain amount
of logic would explain many disconnected themes. Stating, for example, that
the United States forced Carranza to crush the revolt as "his first priority" (p.
173) hardly characterizes the Carranza regime.
In summary, the well-written Sandos study provides important contributions to a significant event in southwestern history. But this pivotal event
still awaits the ultimate effort.
Douglas W. Richmond
University of Texas, Arlington

Rocky Mountain West: Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana, 1859-1915. By
Duane A. Smith. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xiv +
290 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

This most recent effort of Duane A. Smith to analyze the development of
the American West is impressive. Smith, author of two dozen books on western history, has selected an especially broad topic for his ample talents. He
has woven together the histories of Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana from
1859 to 1915, a period that coincides beautifully with the region's transition
from an wilderness to a land rapidly adapting to an industrialized civilization. Census takers in 1870, for instance, found that 20 percent of the area's
population was urbanized and living within a mile of a bustling mining camp,
convincing evidence that the search for mineral wealth was this region's major
catalyst.
The key to this author's success lies in his ability to organize and synthesize his research. The study starts with a chapter for each state, stressing the
economic dynamics responsible for this region's initial growth. But Smith's
topic go beyond the mining and urbanization so evident in the beginning; he
deals with such diverse subjects as politics, transportation, agriculture, women
and minority rights, tourism, cultural development, and the environment.
A number of insights into problems facing this region today are also
revealed. Especially relevant was Smith's discussion of an ordinance passed
by the Butte city council in 1890 against an environmentally dirty and unhealthy smelting process called heap roasting. In a corporate response, somewhat typical of today, the smelting company warned the citizens of Butte that
eliminating heap roasting would cost jobs and weaken the local economy.
This defensive attitude was mirrored by many in the West, especially toward
the early efforts of people like Teddy Roosevelt to conserve our forests. Yet
many of the new residents in the frontier West wanted to preserve some of
the wilderness they were bent on developing. One result was the establish-

BOOK REVIEWS

85

ment of the nation's first four national parks: Yellowstone, Mesa Verde, Rocky
Mountain, and Glacier. Regarding Yellowstone, Smith insists that President
Grant's signature creating the park in 1872 was "his greatest contribution to
the Rocky Mountain West" (p. 134).
Although some may fault Smith for not giving proper emphasis to one
historical aspect or another, such criticism should not detract from the value
of this solid and well written volume.
Ro bert W. Larson
Aurora, Colorado

The Lincoln County War: A Documentary History. By Frederick Nolan.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xvi + 607 pp. Illustrations',
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95.)
Few episodes in the American Southwest have received more ink or fueled more fascination than New Mexico's Lincoln County War. Despite the
recent flood of works on the subject, there is no end to the pursuit for every
minute detail that can be ferreted out on the stirring events surrounding the
likes of John Tunstall, the McSweens, Billy the Kid, Jimmy Dolan, and others indelibly linked to the Lincoln County War. Entering the arena is Frederick
Nolan who has produced a blow-by-blow documentary history. Nolan's result is an encyclopedia-like sourcebook view of the Lincoln County War.
Nolan adroitly brings into focus through the use of personal letters and newspaper articles, the enveloping power struggle pitting the Murphy-Dolan faction against the upstart tandem of McSween- Tunstall.
Vignettes of other characters-Billy the Kid, Robert Widenmann, Susan
McSween, John Chisum, Colonel Nathan Dudley, Governor Lee Wallace,
members of Murphy-Dolan gang, and the Regulators-appear frequently to
provide the appropriate context for understanding their roles in Lincoln's
violent history. Unfortunately, that context is sometimes blurred in an abyss
of trivia of questionable relevance. Burdened by excessive, page-after-page
block quotations, the reader, no matter whether they are buffs to the hilt or
casually interested in the events, may find the quotations nettlesome. Moreover, the author's failure to synthesize his information constitutes one of the
book's shortcomings. Actual knowledge gained from wading through the labyrinth of material is indeed minuscule and offers well-versed students on the
subject nothing substantially significant or revealing that has not already seen
the light of print. Aficionados of Billy the Kid may find the book disappointing if they expect to uncork important new details on the Kid. Outside of an
excellent discussion on the Kid's origins, there is nothing particularly note.worthy. Yet, it should be remembered that the book is, after all, a documentary history of the Lincoln County War, and not a biography of the Kid.
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Despite these failings, the book is not without considerable merit. Replete with eighty-three photographs, many never before reproduced, a fantastic array of more than one-hllndred colorful biographical sketches, and a
Lincoln County chronology, makes this work attractive as a ready reference
work. It is sure to stimulate the most discriminating buff while also satisfying the palate of the casual reader.
Neil C. Magnum
National Park Service, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Bronson M. Cutting: Progressive Politician. By Richard Lowitt. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992, xiv + 418 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $50.00.)
Certainly on of the most prominent political figures in twentieth-century
New Mexico was Bronson Cutting who bestrode the state like a colossus between 1911 and his tragic death in an airplane crash in 1935. Given the dearth
of historical writing about New Mexico after 1890, it was not surprising that
Cutting's career was left to obscurity. Although various thesis and dissertations writers over the years touched on aspects of Cutting's life, on his role
in state politics and as a United States Senator, no full biography has been
available until the appearance of this thorough work by Richard Lowitt, also
the biographer of George W. Norris. In scholarly and objective fashion, Lowitt
has combed many manuscript collections, archives, and a wide range of
sources to produce what will undoubtable become the standard work on Cutting.
Lowitt follows Cutting's life in twenty-six well crafted chapters. Given
the socially prominent background of the Cutting family, Lowitt sketches his
subject's forebears, and his formative years at Groton School and at Harvard,
connections which led him to lifelong contacts with Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Health problems brought Cutting to New Mexico in 1911. Extremely adaptable, Cutting brought the Santa Fe New Mexican and immersed himself in the
labryrinth of political life in his adopted state. In rather amazing fashion this
Eastern dude transformed himself into a New Mexican patron in less than a
decade. Lowitt details his rise in state politics, and his creation of an intricate
network of supporters, Hispanic, as well as Anglo. The major part of the
book consists of a detailed description of Cutting's role in state politics.
Twelve chapters discuss the 1920s, and nine deal with the depression years
until 1935.
This is a competent biography which will be welcomed not only by those
who have an interst in Cutting, but also by anyone interested in political.
history of twentieth century New Mexico. It fills a glaring void. Hopefully, it
will stimulate other scholarly biographies of notable New Mexicans.
Gerald D. Nash
University of New Mexico
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Marietta Wetherill, Reflections on Life with the Navajos in Chaco Canyon.
Compiled and edited by Kathryn Gabriel. (Boulder: Johnson Books, 1992,
xiv + 241 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, map. $21.95.)
Shortly before her death in 1953, Marietta Wetherill, the wife of Richard
Wetherill, an early explorer of southwestern archeological ruins, completed
a series of oral interviews about her life at the turn of the century as the
"chatelaine of Chaco." These reminiscences, part of UNM's Pioneer Foundation oral history collections, form the bulk of this volume.
Marietta came from an unorthodox family of musical vagabonds with a
passion for Indians, travel, and explorations in the south west. On one of
these jaunts into the southwest, Marietta met and married Richard Wetherill,
a man eighteen years older. From her marriage in 1896, until her husband's
violent death at Chaco Canyon in 1910, Marietta shared explorations and
homesteading, ranching, and Indian trading at the spectacular Pueblo Bonito, to which Richard laid claim.
Her open yet discreet personality and aptitude for language led to her
adoption by a local Navajo family. In turn, she was able to participate in the
world of the Chaco Navajos, a world which the Navajos kept from the whites.
As her reminiscences indicate, when it came to the Navajos, Marietta Was no
romantic, yet she demonstrates a profound respect for their ways, even though
at times she disagreed with them.
Although her memory was not always accurate, some of the episodes
Marietta recounted are compelling snapshots of a life full of hardships but
also of rewards: the saving of a Navajo girl's life from a snake bite which left
her alive, yet dead to her family; the;: gruesome execution of a man accused of
witchcraft; and her own sorrow and destitution at the death of her husband.
But M!lrietta also tells of her deep love for her husband, of riding by herself,
Colt .45 strapped to her saddle horn, exploring and visiting her Navajo friends,
the birth of her children, attending the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904, and
playing hostess to visiting ethnologists.
The recollections regrettable end with the death of Richard when she
was thirty-three years old. Marietta does not indicate if she ever remarried,
and the rest of her life appears a struggle to make a living. She obviously
cherished most of her life at Chaco, along side Richard and among her N avajo friends.
Marietta and her life are fascinating, but unfortunately the introductions
by Elizabeth Jameson and Kathryn Gabriel do not do either justice. The introduction by Gabriel reveals such a lack of knowledge of New Mexican history and the history of Indian policy as to make it virtually worthless as a
background source, to wit: Coronado did not make two trips to New Mexico;
in 1786 "Mexico" did not negotiate a treaty with\ the Navajos; there is no such
thing as "the Commission of Indian Affairs," and it was not first established
in 1832; the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 'and the Allotment Act of 1887 are
the same thing and neither had anything to do with the giving or the taking of
land of the Chaco Navajos; she fails to correct Marietta's assertion that the
Jesuits built the missions in New Mexico', etc ....
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But most distressing to this reader, the analysis of Marietta's life and
personality is singularly lacking in insight. Jameson and Gabriel are determined to stuff Marietta into the currently popular intellectual corset of contemporary women's studies, whose students seem more concerned with
ferreting out evidence of female oppression-preferably by the husband-than
with understanding of their subject and the historical setting. Richard's excavation activities are not placed in the context of the time; he is dismissed as a
"grave robber" and "opportunist" who exploited the Navajos. Obviously, a
woman married to such a nasty creature had to be oppressed, and the painfully obvious but embarrassing fact that Marietta loved her husband deeply
has to be belittled and dismissed: "If there was a romantic love between them,
she didn't reveal much of it. She called him Mr. WetherilL." (p. 14), and
Gabriel further postulates: "Maybe she was told more than once that she was
incapable of grasping the scientific detail Richard sifted from the dirt" (p.
14). And maybe not.
Gabriel does not indicate if she ever listened to Marietta's tapes; if not,
this is a missed rare opportunity of fleshing out a historical figure. Instead,
she seemed to rely on extant transcriptions of the interviews, since she does
thank a number of individuals at UNM for "endlessly exhuming the dusty
transcriptions of Marietta Wetherill's tapes from the basement." Gabriel either does not know or omits to mention that these tapes were in fact meticulously transcribed by Mary Blumenthal. For almost twenty years, Mrs.
Blumenthal has worked as Library Specialist in the Anderson Room, a part
of the Special Collections at UNM, where these transcripts were kept. Mrs.
Blumenthal had devoted about six months in the early 1970s to the transcription, the indexing of names, and the research into the proper spelling of Navajo words and names. Her recognition is long past due.
The main use of Marietta Wetherill is in publicizing and encouraging
further use of the Wetherill interviews by students of Western history, women's
history, southwestern and New Mexico history, anthropology, and archaeology.
Hana Samek Norton
Albuquerque, T-VI

Oliver La Farge and the American Indian: A Biography. By Robert A. Hecht.
(Metuchen, New Jersey: The Scarecrow Press, 1991. xi + 370 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $42.50 cloth, $25.00 paper.)
Oliver La Farge, a leading voice in American Indian affairs from the
1930s until his death in 1964, is the subject of a new biography by Robert A.
Hecht. Oliver La Farge and the American Indian is based primarily on two
sources, records and corresponden'ce of the La Farge family and the archives
of the Association on American Indian Affairs (AAIA), an organization that
La Farge headed from the 1930s into the 1960s. To a large extent the author
parallels an earlier biography by D' Arcy McNickle (1971), augmenting that
account primarily with additional information about La Farge's personal life.
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Hecht's discussion of La Farge's relationship with the American Indian
is uneven. He includes an extensive reprise of Navajo history (more extensive than necessary for most readers) to provide a context for La Farge's
activities on the Navajo Reservation, and his description of La Farge's role
in helping restore the sacred Blue Lake of the Taos Pueblo Indians to their
exclusive control is particularly effective. Yet La Farge's direct contribution
to Indian affairs, especially during the termination crisis of the 1950s, is not
clearly defined. He was living in Santa Fe while Alexander Lesser and La Verne
Madigan were running the Association's Washington office, and he seems to
have been hardly more than a figurehead, leaving his real leadership in doubt.
Of greatest interest to this reviewer is Hecht's description of the turmoil
in the Association during the early 1950s, when Alexander Lesser was serving as executive director. Once again, however, Hecht's narrative lacks depth.
Although he places Lesser's dislike of the National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI) at the middle of the controversy, he fails to balance the AAIA
account with NCAI records. Interviews with Elizabeth Clark (Betty) Rosenthal
and Lucy M. Cohen, Saul Cohen's widow, could have provided additional
information concerning Lesser's fall from grace, and they are both still with
us. McNickle, in his biography of La Farge ignored the whole affair, and
Hecht could have provided significant insight into La Farge's relationship
with the Indian leadership of NCAlhad he examined the conflict more thoroughly.
In other matters, too, Hecht fails to pr.ovide a rounded interpretation.
Others besides Richard Drinnon have written about Dillon Myer, commissioner of Indian Affairs from 1950 to 1953, without resorting to Drinnon's
hyperbole, which Hecht quotes uncritically. Their views about Myer and the
termination years could have contributed balance to Hecht's account. Finally,
it is always distressing to tind people's names misspelled. Maria Chabot, Rene
d'Harnoncourt, and Sam Ahkeah all are spelled incorrectly in both the text
and the index.
Hecht's painstaking and detailed research in the extensive La Farge family records is certainly commendable, and the photographs, provided mainly
by La Farge's son Pen, add much to the book. Although the author fills in
details not included in the McNickle biography, we are left with the feeling
that the definitive biography of Oliver La Farge has yet to written. We now
have the narrative outline of his life in considerable detail, but we still need
to be able to place him more specifically within the larger context of Indian
affairs.
Dorothy Parker
Albuquerque. New Mexico
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The News from Brownsville: Helen Chapman s Lellers from the Texas Military Frontier, 1848-1852. Edited by Caleb Coker. (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1992. xxvi + 410 pp. Illustrations, map, appendices, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Editor Caleb Coker is the great-great-grandson of William and Helen
Chapman who lived on the South Texas border for five years, 1848-1852, as
Chapman served as quartermaster for the U.S. Army at Fort Brown. A few of
the letters are between the Chapmans as military life separated them, but most
of the correspondence is from Helen to relatives back in New England. In
one letter she asked her mother to "Preserve my letters, they will be my only
journal" (p. 3). Little did she know how well they would be preserved and
what use future generations would make of them to understand what was
happening in Texas at this pivotal time in history.
Helen's ability to describe life in South Texas in great detail, living conditions, how officers and their families were quartered, and the origins of
Fort Brown and Brownsville make the book interesting reading. A woman of
strong moral character, Helen refused alcoholic beverages, started a Sunday
School, and wrote back East to plead for a Presbyterian missionary to be sent
to Brownsville. Later when Reverend Hiram Chamberlain came with his family, including a daughter Henrietta, Helen thus indirectly was responsible for
the meeting and ultimate marriage of Richard King of King Ranch fame and
Henrietta. Helen met other important people on the border including Robert
E. Lee and Captain Mifflin Kenedy.
Although editor Coker is trained as a lawyer rather than a historian, he
tackled a scholarly history task with skill and dedication. The result is a wellresearched, well-edited volume with extensive footnotes identifying practically every person, pi aye name, and incident Helen mentioned in her letters.
This compilation of letters, only a small portion of the Chapman family correspondence which has been donated to the Barker Texas History Center at
the University of Texas, makes a real contribution to our knowledge of life
on the Texas border during the five years cited.
J'Neill L. Pate
Tarrant County Junior College

Turtle Boque: Afro-Caribbean Life and Culture in a Costa Rican Village By
Harry G. Lefever. (Cranbury, New Jersey: Susquehanna University Press, 1992.
249 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39.50.)
Turtle Boque is a folk history of a village on the Caribbean coast of
Costa Rica which provides insight into the "second African diaspora" (postemancipation migration). Harry Lefever gives the reader a good sense of the
fluidity of movement and cultural dynamism of Afro-Caribbean people along
the margins of the western Caribbean during this century. He used oral histo"
ries as the foundation of this case study of Tortuguero, a Costa Rican village
which exemplifies the unique creole culture that distinguishes the Caribbean
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coast of Central America from the dominant Hispanic culture regions of the
central highlands and Pacific coast. Scholars interested in this fascinating
but little known region will find Turtle Boque an informative addition to
their bookshelves alongside such works as Between Land and Water by B.
Nietschmann and What Happen by P. Palmer.
Parts I and II provide a description and historical background of
Tortuguero (Turtle Boque in English). Part III introduces the theoretical foundation of the work. Lefever espouses the perspective that creole cultures are
dynamic and emerge out of a reworking of past and present influences. In
the remainder of the book, he uses this perspective to interpret the information he obtained from the oral histories of Tortuguero residents (and former
residents). Parts IV and V describe and analyze the social and cultural systems of the village. Part VI is the most analytical section. In it, Lefever considers the on-going creation, maintenance, and re-creation of ethnic identity
among the Afro-Caribbean population of the Atlantic coast of Costa Rica.
This section places Tortuguero in a larger context, and elevates Turtle Boque
from the realm of mere case study.
The book is written in a clear, easy-to-read, and enjoyable style. Lefever
has done an excellent job of sifting through and making sense of a welter of
conflicting information provided by his informants. He provides a comprehensive picture of Afro-Caribbean culture in Tortuguero, and analyzes it,
using theories based on social science research among other Afro-American
(including Caribbean) populations. Turtle Boque is, however, primarily a
descriptive work with enough analysis to provide context and meaning to the
folk history of the village. It is not a path-breaking theoretical work, nor
does Lefever pretend that it is.
Turtle Boque contains a few minor flaws, but they are not sutTicient to
reduce its ~alue as a significant contribution to the sparse literature on this
creole culture region. Lefever has a distracting tendency to use extensive
quotations from other works. It would be more effective to paraphrase the
published work of others and confine the use of quotes to material from the
oral histories. The chapter on "Hunting, Fishing, and Farming" is weak. However, since these topics were not the focus of his book, this is not a serious
shortcoming. Finally, a diagram of family histories and relationships would
help the reader understand more easily the inter-relationships within the village.
Overall, Turtle Boque is a solid piece of research and an interesting account of part of the "second African diaspora." Anyone interested in the creole cultures of the western Caribbean should find it both enlightening and
enjoyable reading.
Susan E. Place
California State University, Chico
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Homo/'ovi II: Archaeology of an Ancestral Hopi Village, Arizona. Edited by
E. Charles Adams and Kelley Ann Hays. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1991. xii + 139 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendices, bibliography, index. $15.95 paper.)
Style Trends of Pueblo Pottery 1500-1840. By H.P. Mera. (Albuquerque:
Avanyu Publishing, 1992. vii + 164 pp. Illustrations, map, notes. $29.95 paper.)
These two studies, one a new site report on a significant archaeological
excavation and the other a reprint of an old but standard work on Pueblo
ceramics, are useful and authoritative references on the cultural history of
the Southwest. Both will be welcomed by scholars and by all those with a
serious interest in the archaeology of this region.
The 14th-century pueblo known as Homol 'ovi II is located five miles
north of Winslow, Arizona, along the Little Colorado River. The editors of
this report judge it to be one of the most important sites in Arizona. For a
century the ruins have been subjected to vandalism, and that led in 1984 to
excavations in an effort to salvage some of what remained.
Homol' ovi II has close links to modern Hopi culture. For example, among
Hopi clans can be found oral traditions that refer to the Homol' ovi region as
the last gathering place of the tribe before settlement of today's Hopi villages
on their mesas. The pueblo ruin enjoys added significance because of its
large size, about 700 rooms.
Evidence obtained in the course of the project indicates that the
Homol'ovis raised cotton as their principal crop, using it to trade for decorated ceramics with other villages. The site had ideal conditions for cotton
cultivation. Also, two types of Indian maize were farmed.
The excavations revealed, in fact, that many of the archaeological deposits had escaped serious damage by vandals, opening the possibility that
future work can contribute to broadening our knowledge of the developments that took place in 14th-century Puebloan society. The ruins uncovered
in 1984 have been stabilized and now form the centerpiece of the interpretive
program for the Homol'ovi Ruins State Park, which was established in 1986.
H.P. Mera's Style Trends of Pueblo Pottery, first published in 1939 by
Santa Fe's Laboratory of Anthropology, was a "ground-breaking work," according to Bruce Bernstein in his new Foreword to the reprint of the original
edition. And he adds, "The book remains the definitive statement on historic
pottery. "
Mera, a physician, came to Santa Fe in 1922 as county health officer. His
interest in archaeology, particularly Pueblo pottery, led him to abandon medicine in 1929 and become the first curator of the newly founded Laboratory
of Anthropology. Thereafter, until his death in 1951, he wrote three books
and thirty-two major articles.
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Style Trends represents Mera's pioneering attempt to establish a chronology for the developments he perc~ived in historic Pueblo ceramics. He
identified and named several early pottery types and he plotted the boundaries of ceramic provinces for the period after 1500. The foundation he laid,
with certain additions and corrections, is still valid today. The book is handsomely designed and heavily illustrated.

Marc Simmons
Cerrillos, New Mexico

With Their Own Blood: A Saga of Southwestern Pioneers. By Virginia Culin
Roberts. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1992. xvi + 286 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)

This is the kind of book that sets the teeth of "New Western" historians
on edge. As the title melodramatically indicates, it is about Anglo pioneers
who shed "their own blood" to bring "progress" and "civilization" to the
Southwest. Indians are relegated to capturing, m'arauding, and murdering.
The lead figure in this story is Larcena Pennington Page Scott and the
book artfully uses the vehicle of family history to examine Anglo settlement
in Arizona between the late 1850's and Larcena's peaceful death (an unusual
achievement in this family) in 1913. Author Virginia Culin Roberts unabashedly confesses the goal of her work is to demonstrate how Larcena "exemplified the inspiring power of the human spirit to endure and overcome
adversity." Roberts also admits the story's viewpoint is "that of the settlers"
(p. xii).
The tale opens with Apaches, whose "black eyes gleamed in their swarthy faces," capturing Larcena in 1860. A newlywed, Larcena stifled an impulse to scream "as she felt a spearpoint prick her breast" (p. 6). When Larcena
failed to keep up with her captors, they stabbed her and left her for dead.
Miraculously, she survived, a living symbol of Anglo determination to remain in Arizona.
Unhappily, other members of her family were not as lucky. Larcena's
father, first husband, and two brothers died at the hands of Apaches. Other
family members retreated, moving back to Texas in the late 1860s. As her
shattered family died or deserted Arizona, Larcena remarried and cast her lot
with the Southwest. Her captivity story, and her longevity, earned her the
right to be considered a foremost pioneer, although women were not allowed
to join the Society of Arizona Pioneers. When the Ladies' Auxiliary of the
Society formed in 1902, however, Larcena was elected its first president.
Male members honored the women with a supper, prepared by the ladies
themselves.
Roberts' research is impressive, her story well-told and richly illustrated.
Without doubt, Anglos sacrificed to attain ultimate control of Arizona. The
problem is the book acknowledges only the costs to the winners. Scholars
want to tell forceful stories, but they should also strive for balance. They
should acknowledge all participants' humanity and inhumanity, recognize the
costs to both winners and losers. They should reject the notion that to assert
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one group's nobility, one must assert the "enemy's" venality. What happened
in southern Arizona was much more. complicated than this book indicates
and the "truth" of the story much more compelling than Roberts' ultimately
partisan rendering reveals.
Sherry L. Smith
University of Texas, EI Paso

Desert Lawmen: The High Sheriffs of New Mexico and Arizona, 1846-1912.
By Larry D. Ball. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xiii
+ 414 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00.)
Thanks to movies and television, the western sheriff has taken on stereotypical shape in the popular mind, and probably also in the vision of historians who out to know better. Some such fictional characters are villainous,
but most are cast in heroic mold and devote themselves chiefly to chasing
down bad men and dispatching them in dramatic "High Noon" facedowns.
Now comes Larry Ball to demonstrate how distorted is th<,: popular image. He performed the same service in 1978 for the U.S. marshals of Arizona
and New Mexico, similarly the victims of Hollywood fantasy. For my own
work, his book on the marshals proved invaluable for understanding the Lincoln County War. The new book on sheriffs, clearly a companion volume,
would have been even more helpful, for it describes the lawmen closest to
the people. Together, the two books yield a comprehensive history of how
the Southwest was policed during the territorial period. Even though focused
on New Mexico and Arizona, the central themes are unlikely to have differed
significantly in other regions of the West.
Delving deeply in federal and territorial records, manuscript collections,
newspapers, and monographic literature, Ball describes his men both personally and institutionally. For each major responsibility that fell to the sheriffs, he maps out the institutional themes, telling what was expected and how
it was done, then follows up with the experiences of individual sheriffs. The
examples range the breadth of the Southwest, from the Pecos to the Colorado, and the span of the territorial period, from 1846 to 1912.
Suggestive of the gulf between the popular and historical sheriffs, only
one chapter of fifteen is devoted to "Fugitives from' Justice." Most of the
balance reveal the sheriff in more common and mundane roles: keeper of the
peace, server of court process, jailer, executioner, tax collector, and, of course,
county office seeker. With all these responsibilities in addition to contending
with criminals, the sheriff was in fact a much more significant local official
than the movies portray.
. Frequently, sheriffs filled yet another role: deputy U.S. marshal. In the
western territories, federal and territorial institutions of law overlapped and
even merged. The U.S. district judge usually served as territorial judge as
well, his court changing character when the offense shifted from the federal
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statutes to the territorial. Wearing both territorial and federal hats, the sheriff
could change character when the court did. Ball's twin volumes are thus especially useful in weaving together the offices of sheriff and deputy U.S.
marshal.
Students of territorial law and order have long awaited Ball's book. It is
a major contribution not only to that field but to social, economic, and political history as well. Together with the book on marshals, it should remain
the standard authority for many years.
Robert M. Utley
Moose, Wyoming
Working in the Dark: Reflections of a Poet of the Barrio. By Jimmy Santiago
Baca. (Santa Fe: Red Crane Books, 1992. xii + 168 pp. Illustrations, notes.
$17.95.)

In Working in the Dark, his first book of prose, Albuquerque writer
Jimmy Santiago Baca (Immigrants in Our Own Land, Black Mesa Poems,
and Martin & Meditations on the South Valley) delves deep into the discovery/recovery of his Chicano roots and into his battle against and final acceptance of his role as a poet. Although this volume draws heavily on his own
life; it is much more than autobiography; although it is full of advice to young
poets and Chicano/as, it is much more than a didactic tome. Preachy in some
spots and rambling in others, it is, nonetheless, an enjoyable and revealing
read.
On one level Working in the Dark is Baca's account of. his life. He describes his early life, both with his grandparents and in an orphanage, and he
details the paths that led him to jail and, eventually, to prison. He recounts a
few anecdotes from his adult life, and he talks about the making of his first
movie, entitled Blood In Blood Out. He 'concludes with a chapter of entries
from his journal, dated January through June, 1989.
Juxtaposed with this text is another: the story of how the author discovered, rebelled against, and finally accepted his vocation as poet and his
Chicano ethnicity. Baca taught himself to read and write in prison via stolen
and borrowed books. He notes that language "was water that cleansed the
wound, and fed the parched root of my heart" (p. 11). He later states, "I hate
poetry. It is my disease. If I didiJ't have to write, I wouldn't" (p. 43).
Oxymoronic? Maybe. Confusing? Certainly. But, as we all know and Baca
notes, much of life is the same, especially for/to the poet.
No doubt this is an angry book. Baca himself says, "I do not conceal my
bitterness" (p. 91). And, as Denise Levertov noted in her introduction to an
earlier Baca book, "detachment is not a quality he cultivates." But this work
is also hopeful; the penultimate page bears the line, "It is good to be alive"
(p. 164).
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Both the illustrator, Adan Hernandez, and the publisher, Red Crane Books,
are to be commended for the handsomeness of the book. Harriet Siavitz' introduction is both bountiful and beautiful, and there is a handy, if somewhat
elementary, glossary of Spanish ~erms. On the whole, this book is both interesting and illuminating, and Baca's poetic prose, will, I suspect, further his
position in the canon of Southwestern writing.
John Martinez Weston
University of New Mexico

A Way of Work and a Way of Life: Coal Mining in Thurber, Texas, 18881926. By Marilyn D. Rhinehart. (College Station: 'Texas A&M University Press,
1992. xvii + 167 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39.50.)
Located in north-central Texas, Thurber was at the heart of that state's
small but important coal mining industry. Mining begah there in 1887 when
William and Harvey Johnson opened a shaft and sold coal to the Texas and
Pacific Railroad. Inadequate capital and labor troubles forced the Johnsons
to sell their property to their main customer in 1888. The railroad's Texas
and Pacific Coal Company operated mines at Th urber until 1926.
Life and work in Thurber differed little from coal towns throughout the
country. The Texas and Pacific Coal Company replaced most of Thurber's
English and American-born miners with a new workforce which by 1900 was
two-thirds foreign-born. The miners worked in hard and dangerous conditions, but the traditions of their craft and shared danger were sources of community consciousness and gave them some control over their work. Abovt:
ground, company ownership of the town gavt: managt:mt:nt great power ovt:r
employees' private lives. The company usually exercised its authority benignly, making Thurber a model of welfare capitalism. Still, Thurber miners
developed methods to challence company power. These included ethnic clustering in housing, continued use of native languages and observance of traditional customs, fraternal and mutual aid societies, and unionization.
Even though for twenty-five years the company resisted demands for
unionization, Thurber did not experience the level of violence that characterized labor conflict in other coal regions. Rhinehart attributes this largely to
the company's good business sense and the forbearance of public officials.
Those factors, and the miners' persistence, produced a contract with the United
Mine Workers of America in 1903 which provided not only for better wages
and working conditions, but also helped to weaken the company's power
over life in the town. The company, in turn, benefitted from two decades of
labor harmony.
However, harmony, the union, and the town itself were doomed. Renewed union militance after World War I coincided with the railroad's decision to convert to fuel oil. That decision spelled the end of coal mining at
Thurber. By the time the mines closed in 1926 the union was gone.
Grounded in the literature of the new labor history, A Way of Work and a
Way of Life is well-written and generally well-researched. Rhinehart falters
only in her cursory comparison of Thurber to the coal industry elsewht:re in
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the West. For example, the conditions found in Thurber-paternalism, ethnic
diversity, and dangerous working conditions-also prevailed in Colorado.
However, miners there did not win the battle to unionize until 1933. Rhinehart
does not explain this striking difference, noting only that the Colorado operators' "lack of interest and inattention to local operations" (p. 116), provoked one of the most violent episodes of the early twentieth century. This is
only partly correct and is not convincing. Rhinehart also claims that, in contrast to Thurber, operators in Colorado and Utah did not comply with state
mining laws. Again, she is only partly correct. Large operators often used
procedures and technology that went beyond legal requirements. The most
dangerous mines were those owned by small companies. Rhinehart bases her
comments about Colorado on George McGovern's 1953 dissertation. Reference to numerous more recent works would give Rhinehart a clearer understanding of the situation in the Rocky Mountain region and a stronger
basis for comparison.
These are minor criticisms, however, and they do not detract significantly from this useful study of an industrial community in the West.
James Whiteside
University of Colorado, Denver
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My Penitente Land: Reflections on Spanish New Mexico. By Fray
Angelico Chavez. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1993. xiv
+ 474 pp. Index. $14.95.) Reprint of 1974 edition.
Maria, Mota and the Grandmother. By Stella Houghton Alico. (Santa
Fe, New Mexico: Suns tone Press, 1993. 160 pp. Illustrations. $12.95
paper.)
Dynamics of Southwest Prehistory. Edited by Linda S. Cordell and
George J. Gumerman. (Washington, D;C.: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1993. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliographies, index.
$19.95 paper.) Reissued in paperback.
Signing for Power: The Song Magic of the Papago Indians of Southern Arizona. By Ruth Murray Underhill. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1993. xv + 158 pp. Illustrations. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1938 edition.
Pueblo and Navajo Indian Life Today. By Kris Hotvedt (Santa Fe. New
Mexico: Suns tone Press, 1993.64 pp. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.) A collection of short essays.
The Hoe & the Horse on the Plains: A Study of Cultural Development
Among North American Indians. By Preston Holder. (Lincoln: Universityof Nebraska Press, 1993. xii + 176 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables,
notes, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of 1970 edition.
The Owl in Monument Canyon and Other Stories from Indian Country. By H. Jackson Clark. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press. 1993.
xiii + 192 pp. Illustrations, map. $24.95 cloth, $14.~5 paper.)
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Guide to Photographs, Motion Pictures, and South Recordings, Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma. By John R. Lovett,
Jr. and Donald L. DeWitt. (Norman, Oklahoma: Associates of the Western History Collections, 1993. Illustrations, index. $15.00 paper.)
The Wild Bunch: A Selected Critical Annotated Bibliography of the
Literature. By F. Bruce Lamb. (Worland, Wyoming: High Plains Publishing Company, 1993. 163 pp. Illustrations, index. $23.50.)
The Masked Bobwhite Rides Again. By John Alcock. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1993. ix + 186 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.) A collection of essays on the Sonoran
Desert.
Elmer Kelton Country: The Short Nonfiction of a Texas Novelist. By
Elmer Kelton. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1993. xvi
+ 312 pp. Illustrations, index. $25.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Overland With Kit Carson: A Narrative of the Old Spanish Trail in
'48. By George Douglas Brewerton. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1993. xxiii + 301 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of 1930 edition.
Ranch Wife. By Jo Jeffers. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1993.
xviii + 277 pp. Illustrations, notes. $14.95 paper.) Forward by Katherine
Jensen.
Judevar. By Timothy Robert Walters. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone
Press, 1993. 137 pp. $12.95 paper.) Fiction.
Sorrel. By Rita Cleary. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Sunstone Press, 1993.
234 pp. $12.95 paper.) Fiction.
Sky Determines. By Ross Calvin. (Silver City, New Mexico: High-Lonesome BookslUniversity of New Mexico Press, 1993.333 pp. Illustrations, tables, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of 1934 edition.
The Turquoise Trail: Native American Jewelry and Culture of the
Southwest. By Carol Karasik. Photographs by Jeffrey Jay Foxx. (New
York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., Publishers, 1993. 215 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography. $49.50.)

News Notes

This issue's "News Notes" will depart from the usual format. A
friend of the Review, Harold R. Hay of the University of Miami, requests
the help of our readership for a research project in which he is involved.
His note is as follows:
The "heartline" (or lifeline) on Zuni pottery has been variously
named and explained but the date and reason for first use are not certain. A new hypothesis is presented here for criticism or confirmation.
The Conquistadores brought with them a knowledge concerning the
Bezoar Stone of Persian source (Bezoar Orientalis) found in the abomasum of the Ibex. Used by early physicians Rhazes and Avicenna, and
later by physicians in Spain, it was brought by royalty as a contra-venom
and alexipharmic of such excellence that other "best" medicines of the
time were termed "bezoardics." It can be conjectured that it was one
objective of the voyages of Columbus and Vasco de Gama. The Portuguese king obtained them by sea from India some thirty years or more
before the Spaniards began sending bezoars from the Americas.
In "Joyfull Newes out of the Newe Found World," Nicolas Monardes
told of getting the bezoar from cameloids in Peru. These "stones" were
not of equal quality and were termed "Bezoar Occidental is." They were
later reported to be found in Baja California but seem little mentioned
by historians. The dates of Peru's conquest and the exploration of
Coronado are so proximate that it can logically be assumed that
Coronado also looked for the medicine as protection against wounds,
diseases, snake and insect bites, and infections he and his men encountered.
Coronado had, at times, good relationships with the Zunis, and it
may be hypothesized that he told them the stone was to be found in the
stomach of a horned animal. The Persian bezoar is reported by Pliny to
have come from a deer hence the occu'rrence of the "heartline" on Zuni
deer designs might be interpreted as advice to future generations that
the white man will give valuables for a stone in the deer's stomach. The
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x-ray presentations often include a large round "object" far beyond the
arrow and heart which could represent the bezoar as an intestinal obstruction. Though this would seem beyond the location of the abomasum, the Monardes account indicated that the Spaniards were not certain of the exact location where the bezoar was to be found.
In contrast to this hypothesis, a paper titled" The Zuni Enigma,"
by Dr. Nancy Yaw Davis, suggests that the "heartline" appears "on a
Japanese Dotaku bronze bell" and that other Japanese figures "from
the Yayoi period ofJapan (250 B.C. - 250 A.D.) are also found in Zuni ... "
The "heartline" also appears on other than horned animals such as the
·bear and birds. The question arises about the dates for each of the Zuni
symbols and a most difficult question, "Why was the heartline so restricted among American tribes and not more widely used?"
Though the wild Ibex has recently been introduced into the United
States, there is no evidence of it as a native species. Yet there is a picture (c. 1900) on page 306 of the book "Pueblo Mountain, Village,
Dance" by VicentScully, showing two native Americans wearing ceremonial horns very similar to those of an Ibex and quite different in
shape and size from of native ungulates. If Asian influence account for
the "heartline" it could also account for the Ibex horns. If the Ibex once
lived in North America, as the camels once did, it could have a suitable
habitat in the San Francisco Peaks. But again, why not in more favorable places?
Such are the apparent voids in our historical knowledge on mores
of Southwestern Indians before and subsequent to the Conquistadores. Perhaps those cognizant of relevant findings concerning the bezoar,
the "heartline" and the ceremonial horns of the Ibex type clarify matters.
If anyone has the specialized knowledge Mr. Hay seeks, he may be
contacted at:

2424 Wilshire Blvd., #704
Los Angeles, CA 90057
or
University of Miami
POBox 249178
1223 Dickinson Dr.
Coral Gables, FL 33124
Also, we have a request for our readers from New York:
If you have old Kodachrome slides of family orfriends you have an
opportunity to become part of a unique folk portrait of the American
people in post-war America. Guy Stricherz, a printer of the fine-art
photographs, is producing a book and national exhibition entitiled
AMERICANS IN KODA CHROME: Photographic Folk Art, 1945-1965.
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The book and exhibition will consist of 100 photographs made from
Kodachrome slides taken by non-professional photographers in the postWorld War II years, 1945-1965. Stricherz is seeking visually interesting
pictures of people in everyday life made in this era. To date, 54
Kodachromes have been selected and printed. AMERICANS IN
KODACHROME will form a populist self-portrait of the people, by the
people, and for the people.
You may submit as few or as many Kodachrome slides as you wish
of people taken in the United States between 1945 and 1965. All slides
will be handled with great care and promptly returned. It is recommended
that slides be sent via U.S. Registered Mail. Please include return postage. If selected, the photographer will be credited in the book and exhibition, and will receive a 16 x20" Dye Transfer print and a copy of the
book. Dye Transfer is a fade-resistant color printing method of unsurpassed quality first made available in 1946.
For more information call or write to:
1

Guy Stricherz
23 Prince Street
New York; N.Y. 10012
Phone: (212) 226-3399

